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Page 29 St. Louis Cardinals first baseman Albert Pujols celebrates his team’s 5-2 victory over Houston in Game 7 to win the National League Champion-
ship Series at Busch Stadium in St. Louis on Thursday. Pujols, who hit .500 against the Astros, was chosen as the series’ Most Valuable Player.
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Crematorium scandal: A federal
Jjudge has approved a settlement agree-
ment between family members and a
Rome, Ga., crematory operator accused
of failing to burn hundreds of corpses.

The agreement, which was approved
Thursday by U.S. District Judge Harold L.
Murphy, says the plaintiffs in the civil suit
cannot go after the assets of Ray Brent
Marsh or his family.

Instead the $80 million settlement, which
was first proposed in August, will come
from Marsh’s insurance company, Georgia
Farm Bureau.

The case stems from the discovery of 334
decaying bodies at the Tri-State Crematory
in Noble in February 2002.

Peterson trial: A witness critical to Scott
Peterson’s defense conceded on the stand
that he made an assumption in calculating
when Laci Peterson’s fetus died, a potential
victory for prosecutors as Peterson’s murder
trial i$ nearing its conclusion.

The age of the fetus is crucial because de-
fense lawyers maintain it was born alive,
proving Scott Peterson couldn’t have killed
his wife —given her due date of Feb. 10, near-
ly seven weeks after she vanished. By that
time, a nationwide search was under way and
Scott Peterson was under police observation.

Dr. Charles March’s testimony would un-
dercut the prosecution’s claim that Scott
Peterson murdered his wife on or around
Dec. 24.

Robert Blake case: A judge has dealt a
blow to Robert Blake’s defense, barring his
lawyers from presenting the theory that oth-
ers, including a key prosecution witness,
conspired to murder the actor’s wife.

Superior Court Judge Darlene Schempp
said Thursday in Los Angeles that attorney
M. Gerald Schwartzbach would be blocked
from asking witness Ronald “Duffy” Hamb-
leton whether he conspired to kill Blake’s
wife on behalf of Marlon Brando’s son,
Christian.

Sinclair documentary controversy: A
longtime chronicler of John Kerry sued Sin-
clair Broadcast Group Inc. on Thursday to
stop it from using his pictures and film in its
program that features parts of an
anti-Kerry documentary.
ilmmaker George Butler’s lawsuit, filed
in a New York federal court, says the pro-
gram scheduled for Friday violates his copy-
rights of material covering much of the
sidential i adult
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California storms: River Trails Riding Stable workers and volunteers unload a make-shift raft
full of items salvaged from a flooded area in Norco, Calif., on Wednesday. A fierce storm swept
through Southern California and Nevada, dumping almost a foot of rain in some areas, 3 feet of
snow in others, and pushing mud near fire-scarred mountain hamlets. Two climbers and a secu-
rity guard were killed in the mess. Roadways were drenched, and two pipelines that send gaso-
line and jet fuel to Phoenix and Las Vegas were shut down before the storm moved southeast
into Imperial County and Mexico. No more rain was expected in Los Angeles for days.

art says she has been deluged by “thou-
sands” of letters from fans sent to her feder-
al prison camp in Alderson, W.Va., some of
which have even included gifts and money.

But, she lamented, the gifts are not al-
lowed to reach her. In a posting on her Web
site, marthatalks.com, Stewart instead
urged fans to make a donation to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society instead.

Limbaugh investigation: Rush Limbaugh
on Thursday appealed a court ruling that
would allow prosecutors investigating his
use of painkillers to examine his medical
records.

The conservative commentator has said
that the seizure of the records violated his pri-
vacy, and that he committed no crime. Lim-
baugh attorney Roy Black asked for a rehear-
ing by Florida’s 4th District Court of Appeal.

Investigators raided Limbaugh’s doctors’
offices in November to see if Limbaugh had
engaged in “doctor shopping,” or illegally
visiting several doctors to receive duplicate

life. Butler seeks unspecified damages.

Gay marriage amendment: The Ohio Su-
preme Court on Thursday rejected the last
pending legal challenge to placing a constitu-
tional amendment banning gay marriage
and recognition of same-sex couples on the
Nov. 2 ballot.

The court ruled 6-1 on technical grounds,
saying it did not have jurisdiction over the
claim, that opponents did not make their
claim far enough ahead of the election and
that a lower court had already ruled on the
same issues.

Anthrax leak investigation: Attorneys for
former Army scientist Steven Hatfill won
the federal government’s agreement Thurs-
day to a plan that could speed the question-
ing of journalists about the source of leaks
in the massive anthrax investigation.

Hatfill’s attorneys have been attempting
to track the reporters’ sources as part of a
lawsuit accusing Attorney General John
Ashcroft and other federal officials of defa-
mation. The suit accuses federal authorities
of tarnishing Hatfill with public statements
and private at described him as a

“person of interest” in the investigation into
the anthrax-laced mailings in late 2001.

Martha Stewart in prison: Martha Stew-

Limbaugh has not been
charged.

Fla. right-to-die case: The Florida Su-
preme Court on Thursday rebuffed another
effort by Gov. Jeb Bush to keep a severely
brain-damaged woman alive against her
husband’s wishes.

Without comment, the court rejected
Bush’s request that it reconsider last
month’s decision striking down a state law
that the governor invoked to have Terri Schi-
avo’s feeding tube reinserted.

Schiavo has been at the center of one of
the nation’s longest and most bitter
right-to-die cases, a dispute that has pitted
her husband against her parents.

.C. subway arrest: Charges were
dropped Thursday against a pregnant
woman arrested and forced to the ground
by Metro Transit Police for allegedly talk-
ing too loudly on a cell phone.

The 23-year-old Aaron was arrested Sept.
9 at a subway station in the Maryland sub-
urb of Wheaton and charged with disorder-
Iy conduct and resisting arrest.

Officials of the transit system had
claimed that one of their officers heard
Aaron yelling obscenities into a cell phone
and said that when the officer told her to
stop, she used similar language on him.

War on terrorism

U.N. oil-for-food scandal: The indepen-
dent panel investigating alleged corruption
in the multibillion-dollar U.N. oil-for-food
program in Iraq released the names of 248
companies on Thurs-
day that received Iraqi
oil and 3,545
nies  that
goods to Saddam Hus-
sein’s government.

Former U.S. Federal
Reserve Chairman
Paul Volcker, who was
appointed in April by
UN. Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan to lead
the inquiry, also said
his probe had met
some resistance in
France and in Iraq.

The committee, Volcker said, also has not
gotten documents as fast as it would like
from the American accounting firm Ernst &
voung, wmch was hired by the Iraqi Board

e Audit to review more than
20 000 ﬁles from Saddam’s regime.

World

French head scarf ban: A high school that
excluded three Sikh boys for wearing tur-
bans to school must convene a disciplinary
hearing within 15 days to decide the out-
come of their cases, a French court ruled

ay.

Volcker

Frida:

The administrative court ruling is the lat-
est twist in France’s attempt to apply a new
law that bans students from wearing obvi-
ous religious apparel in public schools.

The ruling was in response to a petition
filed by Sikhs after the boys were kept out of
class at the Louise Michel school in the
Paris suburb of Bobigny for refusing to re-
move their turbans.

Beef exports to Japan: Japanese and U.S.
ofﬁclals decided Friday to extend their talks
on ending Tokyo’s 10-month-old ban on im-
ports of U.S. beef after failing to reach an ac-
cord, an official said.

Officials will continue negotiating on Sat-
urday, said Mitsue Asari, a spokeswoman
for Japan’s Foreign Mmlstry They had
beel:} due to wrap up two days of discussions
on
Stories and pholo from wire reports
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JOSEPH EBALO/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Legalman 1st Class Greg J. Dorsey, Naval Support Activity Bahrain command and voting assistance team
coordinator, helps sailors register to vote at the Desert Dome Food Court in Bahrain in August. The voting
team offers registration booths, command voting assistance officers and federal post-card applications at the

NSA Bahrain post office.

Voting effort for ships at sea
leaves no ‘stone unturned’

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — In an effort to
ensure no absentee ballot is left behind, Navy ships
out to sea are giving ballots top priority and encour-
aging sailors to fax or even e-mail their votes.

This year, the Navy has launched an aggressive
campaign to help sailors vote no matter where they

are in the world.

“Believe me when I tell you
that there isn't a stone un-
turned,” said Lt. Bill Danzi, the
Navy’s Voting Assistance Pro-
gram action officer in Milling-
ton, Tenn., in an e-mail to Stars
and Stripes. “There is a con-
stant vigilant effort regardless
of location or command opera-
tion to ensure the ballots get
back to the elections commis-
sions on time and that elec-
tions commissions receive the
ballots.”

Postal employees are send-
ing containers, boxes and enve-
lopes with votes with special
priority. Some aircraft carriers
have special drop-off boxes
placed around the ships so the
5,000 sailors can get their bal-
lot out in time. And unlike the
last presidential election, all
ballots are postmarked.

The Navy estimates that
there are 1 million potential ab-

sentee voters, including active-duty sailors and offic-
ers, reservists, civilian employees and eligible fami-
ly members, according to Danzi.

The aircraft carrier USS John F. Kennedy, which
is cruising in the Persian Gulf region, has received
about 3,000 absentee ballots, said Lt. Evan Stanley,
the ship’s voting assistance officer.

Some ballots from states such as Illinois and Mich-
igan have come in late because of legal wrangling

over long:shot candidate Ralph Nader geting on the
allo

“We 've been lellmg our folks as soon you get it,

vote it,” Stanley sai

headquarters.

Of the lhousands of absentee votes cast this year,
those coming from under way ships might have the
most challenging and complicated route to election

Mail aboard ships is often unpredictable. It can

take nearly two weeks to get mail to them and vari-

&k There is a constant
vigilant effort
regardless of location
or command
operation to ensure
the ballots get back to
the elections
commissions on time
and that elections

Navy's Voting Assistance Program
action officer

ous factors, including weather
and aircraft problems, can
postpone a drop-off and
pick-up. Ships not in port typi-
cally rely on aircraft to trans-
fer mail.

Four years ago, the Navy
rushed a small bag of ballots
that did not get mailed from
ships. About a dozen of the bal-
lots were from ships in the Per-
sian Gulf that supported the
USS Cole after the terrorist
bombing in 2000.

The Navy has 161 ships
away from their homeport and
nearly 50,000 people deployed
worldwide, according to the
Navy’s Web site. The Navy
doesn’t know how many absen-
tee ballots have been mailed,
but Danzi said the 1,650 voting
assistance officers throughout
the fleet are helping make
sure everyone who wants to
vote will.

In the small Middle Eastern island of Bahrain,
home of the Navy’s Sth Fleet, sailors were encour-

aged this past summer to get their ballots in early.

Fleet spokesman.

“We know that being deployed in the Arabian
Gulf doesn’t make mail real easy so that’s why we've
taken these measures to make sure people know
well in advance what they need to do and have all
the materials they need,”

said Lt. Bill Speaks, Sth

E-mail Scott Schonauer at: schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Less than half of
voters in Europe
have sent hallots

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — With the general election
just days away, less than half of
the U.S. troops, Defense Depart-
ment civilians and family mem-
bers living in Europe have mailed
in absentee ballots, according to
U.S. military officials.

To date, the military postal sys-
tem has mailed about 68,000 bal-
lots back to the States, which ac-
counts for about 45 percent of the
150,000 voting-age U.S. identifica-
tion-card holders living in Eu-
Tope.

But the military is making a
last-ditch effort to get absentee
votes out in hope of preventing
problems that left up to one-third
of overseas military votes un-
counted four years ago.

Starting Monday, every absen-
tee ballot will be sent via express
mail — at no cost to the customer,
said Maj. Brad Hammant, installa-
tion voting assistance officer for
Ramstein Air Base and all other
435th Air Base Wing facilities.

In 2000, 30 percent of military
voters  who ballots

Absentee
voters get
more time

Some states have extended
the deadline to receive absen-
tee ballots, allowing voters to
mail ballots as late as Election
Day, Nov. 2.

Those states are: Alaska, Ar-
kansas, Colorado, Florida, Illi-
nois, Towa, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, New York, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Texas, Utah, Wash-
ington and West Virginia. The
Virgin Islands and the District
of Columbia also will accept
the later ballots.

Some states will accept bal-
lots up to Nov. 12. Voters
should check with their home
state election officials or their
military voting assistance of-
ficer for information.

The U.S. Army Europe vot-
ing assistance hot line is: DSN:
379-9712 or civilian:
06202-809712. Voters also can
get more information at
‘www.fvap.gov.

didn’t get them in time to vote, ac-
cording to the Pentagon. The han-
dling of military ballots was a
major issue in Florida in 2000,
when election officials rejected
hundreds of military absentee bal-
lots, many because they lacked
postmarks or signatures.

This year, military postal work-
ers have developed a special sys-
tem to ensure that voting materi-
als get to voters and completed
ballots are returned in a timely
manner, with postmarks and sig-
natures, Hammant said.

“There were some problems
with the military postal system
processes four years ago, and it
was a significant part of the over-
all problems” with the election,
Hammant said.

“They’ve fixed that big time,”
he said. “At least as fixed as it can
be.”

New postal measures include
immediate post-marking of all bal-
lots, separating ballots from other
mail and specially marking mail
trays filled with balloting materi-
al. Plus, every unit must have a
voting assistance officer and one
voting assistance counselor for
every 40 military members, Ham-
mant said.

“I've never seen such a
full-court press for people to par-
ticipate in the process,” he said.

However, anecdotal evidence
indicates that plenty of troops
missed out on casting their bal-
lots this year.

Pfc. Aaron O’Hara, posted at

Source: U.S. Army Europe

Logistics Support Area Anacon-
da, near Balad, Irag, said he
didn’t vote. His squad leader ex-
plained the process but it was too
much effort to apply for a ballot,
O’Hara said.

“I guess I'm too lazy,” said
(0'Hara, of Company B, 84th Engi-
neer Battalion.

Others had trouble getting
their absentee ballots in the field.

Spe. Jonathan Taisacan of
Guam said he couldn’t get an ab-
sentee ballot when he applied to
the United States. So he won’t be

voting.

“They make easy things hard,”
he said.

In Europe, complications still
exist despite the special mail han-
dling. In several states, court
cases — mostly over whether can-
didate Ralph Nader will appear
on ballots — and other glitches in
the system have hung up the print-
ing and mailing of absentee bal-
lots.

“There are hundreds of people
I'm responsible for who didn’t get
their ballot yet,” Hammant said.

And military postal workers
and unit voting advisers some-
times struggle to comply with the
voting regulations in each of the
50 states, counties and, at times,
lnwns}ups

“All of them do it a little differ-
ently,” Hammant said. “It's a real
challenge for the postal guys.”

SEE VOTING ON PAGE 4
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he Military Personnel Financial

Services Protection Act, designed

to protect GIs from predatory fi-

nancial-services agents, is delayed
until the 109th Congress convenes in Janu-
ary.

Introduced by Rep. Max Burns, R-Ga.,
and passed by the House last month, HR
5011 would block the sale of bad invest-
‘ment products such as contractual mutual
funds and costly life insurance packages
pitched as investments to servicemem-
bers.

It would require that state insurance
laws be enforced on military property to
stop long-standing practice of agents sell-
ing on base products banned by state regu-
lations.

Andrew Gray, spokesman for Senate
Banking Committee, said the committee
will be ready to act on these issues in 2005.
Committee chairman Sen. Richard Shelby,
R-Ala., and ranking Democrat, Maryland’s
Paul Sarbanes, have asked the Govern-
‘ment Accountability Office and the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission to review
investment marketing practices that have
targeted servicemembers.

“Once we have a clear picture of the
problem, we will be able to move quickly,”

Saturday, October 23, 2004
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‘Pay gap’ closer for mobilized troops, workers

said Gray. “This is a priority for us” in
2005.

Meanwhile, Sens. Hillary Clinton,
D-N.Y., Michael Enzi, R-Wyo, Chuck
Hagel, R-Neb., and Charles Schumer,
D-N.Y, have introduced a bill identical to
HR 5011 to end the sale on military bases
of contracted mutual funds with heavy
up-front commissions, and insurance pack-
ages with coverage values far more expen-
sive than government-subsidized plans.

Closing the gap

Civilian employers of Reserve and Na-
tional Guard members who are mobilized
longer than six months could be offered
new tax breaks soon to close a “pay gap”
between employees’ military income and
lost civilian wages.

Senate Republicans, before adjourning
for fall elections, yielded to threats from
Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., to block a $137
billion corporate tax break bill if mobilized
troops and their civilian bosses didn’t get
1o sip at the same tax-break trough.

An angry Landrieu told Military Update
on Oct. 15 that House Republican leaders,
in closed-door deliberations with Senate
colleagues, had tossed out her Sen-

ate-passed amendment to give Reserve
and Guard employers up to $2 billion in tax
breaks to continue paying some wages to
mobilized employees. The idea was to en-
tice more employers to make up any differ-
ence between temporary military compen-
sation and pre-mobilization civilian pay.

“We thought that at the top of the list of
people deserving help would be the Guard
and Reserve on the front lines taking the
bullets. But obviously we were wrong. Silly
us,” said Landrieu. She blamed House
Speaker J. Dennis Hastert (Ill.) Majority
Leader Tom DeLay (Texas) and Ways and
Means Committee Chairman Bill Thomas
(Calif.).

Landrieu said 41 percent of reserve com-
ponent members deploying to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan “take a pay cut.” Many employ-
ers “do the patriotic thing” and make up
the difference “so if the guy was making
$50,000 when he left the states, and he’s
making $30,000 on the front line, some of
them are sending them paychecks for
$20,000 to keep his family whole.”

Small businesses “doing the right thing”
deserve tax credits more than most busi-
nesses so her initiative should have sur-
vived House scrutiny, she said.

“We had a $137 billion benefit package
basically going out to ... a wide variety of

industries, large and small, none of which
would actually be in business if it wasn't
for the soldiers on the battlefield.” But as
Congress shaped its tax bill, she said, ser-
vicemembers “were slapped in the face.”

Landrieu vowed that Friday to “do every-
thing in my power to slow this process
down if not disrupt it entirely.”

Retiree COLA

Military and federal civilian retirees, So-
cial Security recipients, survivor benefit
annuitants and veterans drawing disability
compensation will see a 2.7 percent in-
crease Dec. 1, payable in January.

The cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) re-
flects inflation over the past year for a mar-
ket basket of goods and services tracked by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. BLS mea-
sures changes in average prices from the
third quarter of 2003 to the third quarter of
2004, using the Consumer Price Index for
Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Work-

ers.

This COLA will be the largest in four
years, since a 3.5 percent adjustment in
January 2001. Last January’s COLA was
2.4 percent.

‘To comment, write Military Update, P.O. Box
UL Centreville, VA 20120111, e-mal ilup-
dat

As of Thursday, military mail handlers in U.S. Air
Forces in Europe
34,000 absentee ballots, including those from civil-
ians and family members. Air Force postal workers
sent an additional 2,000 ballots to people who have

B Voting: Despite military’s
ij‘ effort, man

VOTING, FROM PAGE 3

y still not voting

in the absentee voting system. They cited numerous

complications, including a short-lived Internet vot-

had mailed processed about

ing project that was abandoned because of security
concerns; a reported shortage of absentee ballot re-
quest forms; e-mail and fax balloting systems the
Democrats said were being handled by a private con-
tractor with questionable experience; and blockage

changed addresses, deployed,
or have improperly listed their
mailing information.

The Navy in Europe has sent
in about 6,700 absentee ballots,
according to Lt. Cmdr. Lisa
Braun, commander, Navy Re-
gion Europe spokeswoman.

The Army has mailed 27 423
ballots back to the States, ac-
cording to Michael Tolzmann,
spokesman for U.S. Army Eu-

rope.

Of USAREUR’s 62,000 ac-
tive-duty troops, about 15,500
are deployed. Figures on how
many of those deployed troops
may have sent in absentee bal-
lots was not available.

The overall military absen-
tee balloting process was criti-
cized anew this week when two
Democratic House members
accused the Pentagon of failing
to meet its responsibility of
helping overseas voters get

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Siripes  POTt-

Senior Airman Ted Braxtor

, postal clerk, seals a box containing absentee
ballots at the Rhein-Main Air Base, Germany, post office Tuesday. Military
post offices throughout Europe are giving the ballots special handling to
ensure overseas voters’ voices are heard. U.S. Air Forces in Europe post
offices will even send the ballots via express mail beginning Sunday.

About 2.7 million military members and their de-
pendents overseas worldwide are eligible to vote by

absentee ballot.

their ballots out, according to an Associated Press re-

Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif., and Rep. Carolyn
Maloney, D-N.Y., on Tuesday asked the Govern-
ment Accountability Office to investigate problems

The overall military
absentee balloting
process was
criticized anew this
week when two
Democratic House
members accused the
Pentagon of failing
to meet ils
responsibility of
helping overseas
voters get their
ballots out.

of a federal government Web
site that Americans living
abroad can use to request absen-
tee ballots, because of hacking
concerns, the AP reported.

That Web site, has since been
restored, and voters who re-
quested a ballot but never re-
ceived one can use the On-line
Federal Write-In Absentee Bal-
lot. That ballot, which includes
federal offices only, is available
at  www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinef-
wab.html.

In addition, 23 states are pre-
pared to receive ballots by fax.
Voters should contact their coun-
ty officials or voting assistance
officers for more information,
said Maj. Brett Lindsey, voting
action officer for U.S. Army Eu-

rope.

If voters chose the express
mail route, they’ll be able to
track the ballot’s progress to its
address using the express mail

receipt and the Internet.

“We've been trying to discourage procrastination,

but most states will accept ballots if they are post-
marked by Election Day,” Hammant said. “Mail
them now. Why wait?”

E-mail Marni McEntee at: mcenteem@m:
Stripes reporters Scott Schonauer in Rota,
i Darmstadt, Germany, contributed to th
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Army ponders female role in ‘units of action’

BY LIsSA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Army
is considering whether to formal-
ly add women to its new “units of
action” structure — which in-
cludes combat units — a discus-
sion that had opponents of women
in combat up in arms.

Under a 10-year-old ban,
women are not allowed to be part
of combat units, such as armored
cavalry or the infantry.

The Army has no intention of al-
tering the ban against women in
combat positions, according to Lt.
Col. Chris Rodney, an Army
spokesman at the Pentagon.

But as the war on terror has
shown, from the Sept. 11 attacks
to the wars in Afghanistan and
Iragq, this conflict has no “front
lines” from which women can be
protected from combat.

Anywhere, at any time, can
quickly become a front line, mili-
tary and U.S. government leaders
often point out.

To accommodate this new style

Women in support divisions may breach 10-year ban

of combat, which requires fast,
flexible and often very violent
sponses, the Army is in the mid-
dle of “transforming” itself: a
plan that places the emphasis on
“units of action,” self-contained,
self-reliant brigade combat teams
that will replace the traditional
large, cumbersome divisions.

Part of those “UAs,” according
to Rodney said, are “Forward Sup-
port Compames" that would be a
regular part of the Units of Ac-
tion.

“The bottom line is, there is no
intent right now to lift the ban on
women in direct combat units,”
Rodney said. “There has been no
change to the current policy, and
there is no intent to reverse the
ban.”

And the issue of whether to
make support units including
women part of combat units, how-
ever, is under discussion only,
Rodney said.

“Nothing is final,” Rodney said.

However, there is more to the
issue, first reported by The Wash-
ington Times on Friday: There is
a clause in the ban signed by
then-Defense ~ Secretary  Les
Aspin that says women are not al-
lowed to serve “where units and
positions are doctrinally required
to physically collocate and re-
main with direct ground combat
units that are closed to women.”

But women are not banned
from such tasks as driving trucks,
working in mess halls, repairing
helicopters, and other jobs that ei-
ther hold the potential for enemy
attacks, or require close proximi-
ty to combat units.

And because combat units can-
not do their jobs without mainte-
nance and other support assis-
tance, “there have been support
units attached to maneuver units”
in both Afghanistan and Iraq that
include women, Rodney pointed

out.
The difference is that such

units are temporarily “attached,”
to the combat units they support,
not permanently assigned.

The plan under discussion by
the Army would make such sup-
port units a regular part of a Unit
of Action, Rodney confirmed.

For now, several female sol-
diers are assigned to the 601st
Aviation  Support  Battalion,
which supports the 1st Squadron,
4th U.S. Cavalry at Forward Oper-
ating Base McKenzie, Iraq.

The 1-4 Cavalry is responsible
for a large area that includes Sa-
marra, one of the more restive cit-
ies in central Iraq.

But Elaine Donnelly, president
of the Center for Military Readi-
ness in Livonia, Mich., and a lead-
ing opponent of women in com-
bat, expressed surprise to hear
that female soldiers are, in fact, at-
tached to combat units in Iraq.

Donnelly said that Congress

months) of any changes the Army
is considering making to the stat-
ute.

“It remains to be seen, defini-
tively, if the Army is violating the
law,” Donnelly said. “For any offi-
cial in the Army to disregard that
law would certainly be a serious
matter.”

Civilian leaders in the Office of
the Secretary of Defense have al-
ready been informed of the new

.- in “lower-level meetings,” ac-
cording to an Army officer who
asked not to be named because
participating in_such meenngs
are not part of his responsi
ties.

“There are regular meetings
that discuss transformation, and
s one of many things that is
being looked at,” the officer said.

And Congress “will certainly
be consulted if and when” the
Army decides it would like to
make any changes to the current
rules, the officer said.

Since the invasion of Iraq in
March 2003, 24 of the 793 combat
deaths have been female soldiers.

must be informed 30

days three

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
dmil

Hostage begs Blair not to send troops to Baghdad

BY ROBERT H. REID
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Margaret Has-
san, the kidnapped British aid
worker who has spent 30 years
helping deliver food and medi-
cine in Iragq, made a
heart-wrenching appeal for her
life Friday, begging Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair not to send troops
to Baghdad because “this might
be my last hours.”

“Please help me, please help
me,” assan,  a rit-
ish-Irish-Iraqi  national who
heads the Care International oper-
ation in Iraq, said in a videotape
broadcast by Al-Jazeera televi-

The British government agreed
Thursday to a U.S. request to
transfer 850 British soldiers from
southern Iraq to the Baghdad
area to free American forces for
new offensives against the insur-
gents.

Blair’s decision drew strong
criticism from within his own La-
bour party, and Hassan’s desper-
ate appeal is likely to stoke opposi-
tion among the British public,
where support for the Iraq mis-
sion has never been as strong as
in the United States.

“That’s why people like Mr. Big-
ley and myself are being caught,”
Hassan said, referring to British
hostage Kenneth Bigley who was
beheaded this month. “And
maybe we will die like Mr. Big-
ley. Please, please, I beg of you.”

Traqi extremists have often sub-
jected foreign hostages to such hu-
miliating performances, exploit-
mg their agony to win conces-
sions from their employers or gov-
ernments, stir up opposition
U.S.-led operations in Irag and
win support within the Muslim
world.

Unlike most previous hostage
tapes, however, this one featured
no hooded gunmen, no banners

identifying the militant group and
no explicit demands for the cap-
tive’s freedom. Al-Jazeera said it
received the tape Friday but did
not say where or how.

Hassan, who is married to an
Iraqi, was seized by gunmen Tues-
day while traveling to her office
in western Baghdad. She ap-
peared in the Friday tape wear-
ing what appeared to be a robe or
house dress.

A tape released on the day of
her abduction showed her wear-
ing a white blouse.

Hassan, believed to be in her
early 60s, began working for
CARE International soon after it
began operations here in 1991.
She managed a staff of 60 Iraqis
who run nutrition, health and
water programs throughout the
country.

She was a vocal opponent of in-
ternational sanctions on Iraq and
warned British lawmakers before
last year’s U.S.-led invasion of
Iraq that a conflict could produce
a humanitarian crisis in a country
already severely weakened by
the embargoes.

In London, British Foreign Sec-
retary Jack Straw described the
videotape as “extremely distress-
ing” and called for Hassan's im-
mediate release.

“Margaret is a woman who has
lived in Iraq for 32 years,” Irish

Minister Bertie Ahern
“sheisa person who has self-
lessly worked for the benefit of
her Iraqi fellow citizens and
fought for the rights of the Iragi
people for many years.”

Militants have kidnapped at
least seven other foreign women
over the past six months, but all
were later released. In Septem-
ber, Italian aid workers Simona
Torretta and Simona Pari, both
29, were kidnapped from their
Baghdad offices but were freed
three weeks later.

By contrast, at least 30 foreign
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Margaret Hassan, the kidnapped director of CARE International in Iraq,
appears in this image made from television in a videotape aired by the
Arabic television station Al-Jazeera, on Friday. Hassan is seen weeping

and pleading for British Prime Minister Tony Blair to

draw troops

from Iraq and not bring them to Baghdad.

male hostages have been killed,
including three Americans be-
headed by their captors. Insur-
gents, however, have targeted
Iragi women working for the
Americans or their allies, includ-
ing an ambush Thursday on a bus
carrying female airline employ-
ees on their way to work at Bagh-
dad airport.

More than 150 foreigners have
been abducted — with more than
30 killed — and Hassan is the
most prominent figure to be
swept up in the kidnapping cam-
paign. She is widely known for
her charity work in the Middle
East, was born in Dublin and was
naturalized as an Iraqi after mar-
rying an Iragi man.

Evan F. Kohlmann, a terrorism
expert in Washington, D.C., noted
that Hassan was abducted after

Britain and the United States re-
fused to release women prisoners
as demanded by Bigley’s kidnap-

“You shame our women, we
shame your women,” he said by
telephone. “Women and children
are supposed to be off the target
list. When they are taken and
killed in such a horrible way, it
strikes a particular chord, there’s
no doubt.”

Bigley’s kidnappers identified
themselves as members of
Tawhid and Jihad, Irag’s most
feared extremist group led by Jor-
danian militant Abu usab
al-Zarqawi. Bigley was kid-
napped on Sept. 16 along with two
Americans, who were beheaded
within days. Unlike those of the
Americans, Bigley’s body has not
been found.

Associated Press correspondent Rawya
Rageh contributed to this report

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, at least
1,103 servicemembers of the
U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war
in March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count. At
least 846 died as a result of hos-
tile action, according to the De-
fense Department. The figures
include three military civil-
ians.

The AP count matches the
Defense Department’s tally,
last updated at 10 a.m. Thurs-
day

y.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukrame,
nine; Bulgaria, six; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; the Neth-
erlands, two; and Denmark, El
Salvador, Estonia, Hungary
and Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 965 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 737 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

W None reported.

The latest identification re-
ported by the military:

W Army Spc. Andrew C. Ehr-
lich, 21, Mesa, Ariz., died Mon-
day in Muqdadlyah Iraq, of
non-combat injuries; assigned
to the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infan-
try Regiment, 1st Infantry Di-
vision, Vilseck, Germany.
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MIDEAST UPDATE

Ward Sanderson

bu Ghraib prison has

been in the news again,

with Iraq’s Ministry of

Justice now handling al-
most all of the duties surrounding
the release of prisoners.

That new development jarred
the memory for one officer serv-
ing at Forward Operating Base
Hawk near Baghdad, where re-
lease ceremonies are held.

First Lt. Murugan Palani of the
1st Cavalry Division’s 2nd Battal-
ion, 12th Cavalry Regiment ar-
rested a suspected insurgent
early this year.

The guy didn’t fight back — he
pretty much gave up and went
along with the troops.

The troops didn’t rough him up
then, either.

“He knew he was a bad guy,”
Palani said.

Fast forward to June, four
months later.

Palani is working at Hawk dur-
ing a prison release ceremony.

And there appears his former
prisoner, newly sprung from Abu
Ghraib.

He was thinner (Palani said he
thought for the better) and imme-
diately picked out the man who
originally nabbed him.

“He came up to me and shook
my hand,” Palani said, smiling in
disbelief as he tells the story.

“He was happy to see me.”

Stranger in these parts

Troops of the 1st Cav’s 2nd Bat-
talion, 12th Infantry Regiment,
near Baghdad, are still telling the
story of the Iragi Texan.

It seems that three months ago,

Schweinfurt, Germany.

they were asked to talk to Iraqi
cops about springing an alcohol
distributor from jail.

The guy was an Arab, perhaps
Iraqi, but had a U.S. green card.

It seemed the man had left
Texas for Iraq hoping to set up
shop in a way consistent with the
0Old West of yesteryear: He'd

bring booze to the parched
desert.

So the man rented a fleet of
trucks and began hauling liquor,
beer or both into the country.

But locals heard about it and
didn’t like it.

They attacked his convoy and
destroyed his cargo and the

WAYNE MARLOW, Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Pfc. Chad Boxell repairs a Humvee engine at Forward Operating Base Brassfield-Mora in Iraq. Boxell, a
mechanic from Mansfield, La., helps keep the light-wheeled vehicles moving for the 1st Infantry Division’s
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment. The unit is from

trucks, too.

‘When the company that owned
the trucks found out, they de-
manded that the Texan cough up
the value of the trucks.

The Texan didn’t have the
cash.

The trucking company then al-
legedly abducted him.

recalls positive prisoner relationship

But using his frontier smarts,
the Texan persuaded his captors
to let him go.

He told them that he wouldn’t
very darn well git the money if he
was all hogtied with them now,
could he?

The truckers let the Texan go.

The Texan went home — but he
didn’t have the cash. He and the
missus decided to skip town in-
stead.

Somehow the truckers found
out, and showed up at the Texan’s
house before he could gitty up
and go.

There was a ruckus in the yard.

The law showed up and threw
all the men in the county Jall —or
whatever it is they call it in Iraq.

he Texan’s wife then asked
the soldiers of the 2nd Battalion,
12th Infantry Regiment to get the
husband sprung.

The troops who talked to Stars
and Stripes weren'’t sure how this
all ended up, but they hope he
found his way back to the States,
where they don’t mess with Tex-
ans.

Caped crusaders

Your correspondent told a U.S.
soldier that the black armor civil-
ians such as security guards and
Jjournalists wear makes them look
like members of the X-Men.

The guy snickered.

He has to wear a dome of a hel-
met, a flak vest, big lace-up boots
and sometimes one of those Cam-
elBak water tanks.

“I look like a Ninja Turtle,” he
shot back.

E-mail Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. official: Insurgents infiltrate
Iraqi forces, get money for attacks

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Iraq’s new security forces are
heavily infiltrated by insurgents, and the guerrilla

‘man for the Saudi Embassy in Washington did not re-
turn a call seeking comment Thurs
Some experts called the money trail new evidence

Arab world.

groups have access to almost unlimited money to pay

for deadly attacks, according to a U.S.
defense official who provided new de-
tails on the evolution of the rebels.

A significant part of the insurgents’
money is coming from sympathizers
in Saudi Arabia, and the Saudi govern-
ment is neglecting the problem, said
the official, who was authorized by the
Pentagon to speak on the issue this
week, but only on condition of anonym-
ity.

Money is flowing into Iraq through
Syria, the official said.

In both cases, it comes from a dif-
fuse network of supporters, funneled
through charities, tribal relations, and
businesses — not necessarily the same
funding networks that transfer money

to al-Qaida from Saudi Arabia and other Arab coun-
tries, but following a similar model, the official said.
Saudi government officials have repeatedly said
they are cracking down on money networks that sup-
port terrorism, but their focus has been primarily on
stopping al-Qaida, not the Iraqi resistance. A spokes-

Some experts
called the
money trail
new evidence
that the Iraqi
resistance has
gained support
in the Arab
world.

that the Iraqi resistance has gained support in the

“The overall resistance in Iraq is
popular and is getting more popular
in the Arab world,” said Vince Can-
nistraro, a former counterterrorism
chief for the Central Intelligence

ency.

But Anthony Cordesman, a de-
fense analyst in Washington, said
the U.S. government has presented
little evidence to support its claims
of notable foreign involvement in
Iraqi insurgency, be it from Syria,
Iran or Saudi Arabia.

“You get a different story from vir-
tually every official,” Cordesman

said. Any money flowing to terrorist
groups from the Arabian peninsula
more likely would pass through

banks in Europe, making it difficult for Arab govern-

Myers said.

ments to track, he said.
Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, said recently that an upswing in casualties re-
flected a more effective Iraqi insurgency.
“The enemy is becoming more sophisticated,”

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A mili-
tary judge Friday ordered a U S.
Army reservist to stan
Jan. 7 in Baghdad for allegedly
abusing Iraq inmates at the Abu
Ghraib prison outside Baghdad.

Spc. Charles Graner Jr., 36, of
Uniontown, Pa., been
charged with conspiracy to mal-
treat detainees, dereliction of
duty, maltreatment of prison-
ers, assault, committing inde-
cent acts, obstruction of justice
and adultery

The judge, Col. James Pohl,
set the trial date during a hear-
ing in which he turned down a
defense motion to grant immuni-
ty to several people to testify
without fear of incrimination.

The list included Col. Thomas
Pappas, the commander of the
Military Intelligence Brigade as-
signed to Abu Ghraib when the
offenses allegedly occurred.
The low-ranking soldiers
charged in the case maintain
they were acting on orders of
Military Intelligence to “soften
up” prisoners for interrogation.

Army reservist to stand
trial in Abu Ghraib scandal

Pohl also ordered another
pre-trial hearing in the Graner
case to be held here Dec. 3.

Graner’s adultery charge
stems from a relationship with
another soldier accused in the

bu Ghraib scandal, Pfc.
Lynndie England.

She was sent back to the Unit-
ed States before the scandal
broke in April and gave birth to
Graner’s son this month at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina.

The judge also is expected to
decide on a trial date for Sgt.
Javal Davis, who also has been
charged in the abuses, later
Thursday.

The two men are among
seven members of the 372nd
Military Police Company of Cre-
saptown, Maryland charged in
the scandal. Spc. Jeremy C. Siv-
its of Hyndman, Pennsylvania,
is already serving a one-year
sentence after pleading guilty in
May to three counts. In addition,
Spc. Armin Cruz, 24, a military
intelligence soldier, was sen-
tenced last month to eight
months, a reduction in rank and
a dishonorable discharge for his
part in the scandal.
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Levin: Pentagon ignored
CIA on Iraq/al-Qaida link

Senator says policy office exaggerated ties

BY KATHERINE PFLEGER SHRADER
The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — A top Senate Democrat is alleg-
ing that a Pentagon policy office ignored corrections
requested by the CIA on information linking Iraq to
al-Qaida, renewmg complaints about the Bush ad-

s handling of i before the

Iraq invasion.

Sen. Carl Levin of Michigan, the senior Democrat
on the Senate Armed Services Committee, argued in
areport released Thursday that high-level Pentagon
officials exaggerated the intelligence on the
Traq-al-Qaida connection to support the Bush admin-
istration’s goal of removing then-Iragi President Sad-
dam Hussein.

The White House, which declined to comment on
the report, has denied in the past that intelligence
was misused or manipulated.

Republican senators noted the report was issued
just before the Nov. 2 elections.

Levin and the committee’s Democratic staff exam-
ined the intelligence role of a Pentagon policy-mak-
ing operation, focusing on its involvement in the ad-
ministration’s case about the purported links be-
tween Hussein and al-Qaida. The office is run by De-
fense Undersecretary for Policy Douglas Feith.

Levin’s report says Feith’s work was not related to
strategy or policy recommendations, as would be ex-
pected, but rather “selective reinterpretations of in-

telligence” on Saddam’s ties to al-Qaida.

The Pentagon has maintained that Feith’s opera-
tion was not an intelligence outfit, but a policy shop,
and that its work was appropriate.

In a statement Thursday, the Pentagon said biparti-
san reports have noted relationships between
al-Qaida and Iraq before the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.
The statement also said a Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee investigation this summer found “no evidence
that administration officials tried to coerce, influ-
ence or pressure intelligence an-
alysts to change their judg-
‘ments about Iraq’s WMD capa-
bilities or links to terrorism.”

In his report, Levin said the
CIA requested a number of cor-
rections to a memo written by
Feith and provided to some sen-
ators in 2003.

But, Levin’s report says, cru-
cial changes requested by the
CIA were not made, including
adequate alterations to informa-
tion about the credibility of a
source who provided raw intelligence on the
Irag-al-Qaida link. Levin suggests the changes
would have weakened evidence of a link.

The CIA declined to comment.

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, called Levin’s report
“a partisan effort to influence the election.”

Iraqi religious leaders
atop pre-election polls

BY ROBIN WRIGHT
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Leaders of
Irag’s religious parﬁes have
emerged as the country’s most
popular politicians and would
win the largest share of votes if
an election were held today,

while the U.S.-backed govern-
ment of interim Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi is losing serious

ground, according to a U.S-fi-
nanced poll by the International
Republican Institute.

More than 45 percent of Iragis
also believe that their country is
heading in the wrong direction,
and 41 percent say it is moving
in the right direction.

Within the Bush administra-
tion, a victory by Iraq’s religious
parties is viewed as the
worst-case scenario. Washington
has hoped that Allawi and the
current team, which was select-
ed by US. and UN. envoys,
would win or do well in Irag’s
first ic election, in Janu-

today,” said a U.S. official who re-
quested anonymity because the
poll has not been released.

U.S. officials acknowledge that
the political honeymoon after the
handover of political power on
June 28 ended much earlier than
anticipated. The new poll, based
on 2,000 face-to-face interviews
conducted among all ethnic and
religious groups nationwide be-
tween Sept. 24 and Oct. 4, shows
that Iragi support for the govern-

nt has plummeted to about 43
percem who believe it is effec-
tive, down from 62 percent in a
late-summer poll.

A senior State Department offi-
cial played down the results.

“When the interim government
took over, the [poll] numbers
were artificially high. It's very
difficult to meet expectations
when they're sky high,” he said
on condition of anonymity be-
cause the data are still being ana-

yze
But in another blow, one out of
three Iraqis béames the U.S.-led

ary. U.S. officials believe a secu-
lar government led by moder-
ates is critical, in part because
the new government will oversee
writing a new Iragi constitution.

“The picture it paints is that,
after all the and treasure
we've spent and despite the
[U.S-led] occupation's democra-
cy efforts, we're in a position
now that the moderates would
not win if an election were held

for Iraq’s se-
curity problems, slightly more
than the 32 percent who blame
foreign terrorists, the poll shows.
Only 8 percent blame members
of the former regime.

Asked if thelr households had
been hurt by violence, injuries,
death or monetary loss over the
past year, only 22 percent of
those questioned said yes —a fig-
ure that surprised pollsters and
US. officials.
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1M more FluMist
doses being made

BY DIEDTRA HENDERSON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Maryland
manufacturer will provide an ad-
ditional 1 million doses of its Flu-
Mist vaccine, making a total of 3
million doses of the nasal spray
available, Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Tommy G. Th-
ompson said Thursday, as offi-
cials tried to deal with a shortage
of flu shots.

However, FluMist, which con-

tains weakened live virus, cannot
be used by those at highest risk
for flu complications. It is only ap-
proved for healthy people ages 5
to49.
Thompson encouraged health
care workers and people who
care for high-risk individuals to
use the nasal spray.

“It is safe. It is protective and
people should avail themselves of
that opportunity,” Thompson
said.

Federal officials had hoped to
offer 100 million doses of flu vac-
cine this year after more than 80
million Americans sought doses
last year and 152 children died
from the flu.

But in early October, manufac-
rer Chiron Corp. was barred
from shipping between 46 million
and 48 million doses to the United
States because of contamination
at its Liverpool, England, plant.

Federal officials began search-
ing for additional flu vaccine, ask-
ing existing suppliers if they
could provide more and asking
producers around the world if
they had surplus.

On Tuesday, Thompson an-
nounced Aventis Pasteur had
scrambled to provide 2.6 million
extra flu shots, for a total of 58
million doses.

Between injected and inhaled
vaccines and antiviral drugs,
enough medicine will be avail-
able to treat 100 million people
this flu season, officials said. Fed-
eral authorities have asked
healthy adults to forgo vaccina-
tion to leave shots for those at
greatest risk: the very young, the
very old and people with chronic
illnesses.

Gaithersburg, Md.-based Med-
Immune has the capacity to make
20 million doses of FluMist. Dr.

AP

Steve Wiltgen, 11, receives a flu shot Thursday from Mary Pacenti at

Park Clii

in Livingston, Mont. With flu shots in short supply, the

company that makes FluMist nasal spray announced Thursday that it
would make available an additional 1 million doses of its vaccine.

Jim Young, president of research
and development, testified before
Congress that the company dis-
carded 4 million unused doses of
its 5 million doses last year. The
company scaled back production
this year to 2 million doses.

It restarted its plant thls fall to

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion continues negotiations with
Canadian flu shot manufacturer
ID Biomedical to secure about 2
million doses of their injectible flu
vaccine. The government-to-gov-
ernment sale would hinge on the
product meetmg FDA safety and
accord-

boost this year’s
ginning the first week of Novem-
ber through early December,
MedImmune expects to ship
400,000 doses per week, said
David Mott, MedImmune presi-
dent.

Next year, the company ex-
pects again to ramp up produc-
tion to yield 8 million to 10 mil-
lion doses of the nasal spray.

ing to Lester Crawford, FDA act-
ing commissioner.

Crawford on Thursday con-
firmed he’s in negotiations with
the French government and oth-
ers to snag S million surplus flu
vaccine doses from around the
world.

“Wherever there is flu vaccine,
we're m negouatmns — including

-ance,” Crawford said.

Frist defends
lawmakers’
vaceinations

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Sen-
ate Majority Leader Bill Frist
said Thursday that lawmakers
on Capitol Hill who received
flu shots in his office were ei-
ther following federal guide-
lines or their own doctors’ rec-
ommendations.

Frist was responding to criti-
cism that his office was used
as a makeshift clinic to admin-
1ster shots to lawmakers two

fter the government
asked healthy adults to forgo
the vaccinations because of a
nationwide shortage.

“They keep mentioning my
name as if I had done some-
thing exceptional, when I
hadn’t," Frist said.

He claimed the presidential
campaign of Democrat John
Kerry is blowing the issue out
of pmpomon for “political
gain” and suggested trial law-
yers, like Kerry’s running
‘mate John Edwards, contribut-
ed to the shortage with law-
suits against vaccination mak-
ers. The Kerry campaign point-
ed out that Frist and other
GOP luminaries were getting
the shots while the Bush ad-
ministration was telling the
rest of the country to be calm.

Two hikers rescued from El Capltan

BY BEN MARGOT
The Associated Press

'YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, Calif. — Rangers
rappelled down Yosemite’s most forbidding peak
and then carefully climbed back up the sheer
3,200-foot face of the snowy mountain, rescuing two
climbers and carrying the bodies of two others on
their backs.

The dramatic rescue Thursday on El Capitan
came as other rescue teams airlifted out nearly two
dozen other hikers and climbers stranded across the
Sierra Nevada by an early winter storm, which
brought whiteout conditions and 50 mph wind gusts
as it dumped several feet of snow.

Two teams of rangers were dropped off by a heli-
copter and spent the night in deep snow on the top of
El Capitan before beginning their rescue and recov-
ery effort Thursday morning, after the weather final-
ly cleared.

One group rappelled down to recover the bodies
of a Japanese man and woman. They were already
dead when a helicopter crew managed to fly close
enough late Wednesday to spot their bodies, blue
and dripping with icicles, as they dangled from their
ropes about two-thirds of the way up the precipice.

The Japanese climbers had been ill-prepared for
the weather, a ranger said.

Each body was put into yellow mountaineering
bags, then strapped into harnesses and carried up
hundreds of feet by a pair of rangers, said Jen Nerse-
sian, a park spokeswoman.

The other team, using ropes secured to thick pine
trees on top of the mountain, rescued a pair of climb-
ers who had been told to stay put overnight on a por-
table ledge secured high above the valley floor.
Each were hoisted in harnesses. “They’re cold and
they’re tired but they’re in fine condition,” said Ners-
esian.

A helicopter crew then airlifted them and the bod-
ies of the dead climbers to the valley floor late Thurs-
day afternoon.

Another climber had been rescued off the moun-
tain Wednesday, and two more men who initially

Rescue workers rappel down the face of El Capitan
from the summit Thursday during an effort to save
the surviving climbers caught by an unexpected
blizzard on the face of the mountain in Yosemite
National Park, Calif.

said they could finish their climb themselves may
have changed their minds Thursday afternoon.
“They may spend the night on the wall. If they want
arescue, we'll do everything we can do to get them
down,” Nersesian said.

A half-mile high and a mile wide, EI Capitan casts
an imposing shadow over the glacier-sculpted
Yosemite Valley. Most climbers need three or four
days to make it to the top.

Four other missing hikers were rescued from
Yosemite’s Ansel Adams Wilderness, while another
two who had been spotted by a helicopter crew
Wednesday were airlifted out Thursday, along with
their dog.

Ex-employee opens fire at Missouri
conveyer belt factory, injuring one

BY BETSY TAYLOR
The Associated Press

EARTH CITY, Mo. — A former
employee walked into a conveyor
belt factory and opened fire be-
fore officers confined him to a
small storage area, prompting a
seven-hour standoff that ended
with the man’s surrender, authori-
ties said.

One person suffered minor inju-
ries in the shooting that began
about 3 p.m. Thursday at Beltser-
vice Corp., police spokesman
Mason Keller said. At one point,
the gunman reloaded his shotgun
in a parking lot before re-enter-
ing the building, he said.

Officers confined the gunman
to a storage area, where he negoti-
ated with police by telephone for
several hours.

“A little after 10 p.m., the guy
put down the gun and came out to

Ll S

police,” Keller said. The suspect’s
name was not released.

Company co-founder and chair-
man Dick Engelsmann said 110
employees were in the building at
the time of the shooting, and all
were evacuated.

The wounded employee,
61-year-old Jake Lewman, was
struck in the leg. He was treated
and released from a hospital.

One plant worker said he knew
the shooter and that the man was
having personal problems and
missing too many days at work
when he was fired about a year

0.

“He told me if he lost his job he
wouldn’t be able to support his
family,” Marcus Jordan said.

The Beltservice factory is in an
industrialized area west of St.
Louis, near the training facility of
the St. Louis Rams football team.
Associated Press Writer Jim Suhr
contributed to this report.

officers watch the
Beltservices Corp.
plant in Earth City,
Mo., on Thursday
after a former
employee entered
)| the business with
|| a gun and opened
| fire.
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Bush, Kerry fight to finish in swing states

The Associated Press

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. — President
Bush is unveiling sharp new criticism
aimed at Sen. John Kerry’s positions on na-
tional security and domestic concerns as
he tries to win over Pennsylvania, a state
he lost in 2000 and shore up support in two
that he won. Kerry, meanwhile, took his
campaign to Wisconsin.

Bush was making the 41st visit of his
presidency to Pennsylvania on Friday be-
fore moving on to Ohio and Florida. All are

is the only one of the three that Bush lost to
Democrat Al Gore in 2000.

Bush planned to renew his criticism of
health care, education and other policies
supported by his Democratic rival while
speaking at a rally in Wilkes-Barre, in
northeastern  Pennsylvania, _campaign
spokesman Scott Stanzel said. The presi-
dent was to appear later at an event in Can-
ton, in northeast Ohio, before attending a
private fund-raising dinner in St. Peters-
burg, Fla., another hotly contested state.

Kerry was to have a late morning cam-

A new poll of likely voters in Pennsylva-
nia found 51 percent supporting Kerry and
46 percent favoring Bush with 4 percent
undecided. The Quinnipiac University Poll-
ing Institute said its survey also tallied reg-
istered voters, showing Kerry with 47 per-
cent, Bush with 41 percent and one in 10
undecided.

Pennsylvania is among the yet undecided
states that are key to the election, with 21 of
the 270 electoral votes a candidate needs to
win the presidency. Ohio has 20 electoral

States’ electoral votes are relative to pop-
ulation, and in nearly every state, the win-
ner, no matter what the margin, is award-
ed all the state’s electoral votes.

Neither Bush nor Kerry has been able to
gain a clear advantage.

Republican Sen. John McCain, said Fri-
day he disagreed with Bush’s assertion
that Kerry had “a fundamental misunder-
standing” of the war in Iraq but affirmed
his support for Bush as better qualified
than Kerry to lead the United States in the
war on terrorism, which McCain called

critical to the Nov. 2 election.

paign in

votes; Florida, 27; and Wisconsin, 10.

“the transcendent issue of our time.”

Latest poll shows candidates in statistical dead heat

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Many vot-
ers are dissatisfied with Presi-
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uneasy about Democrat John Ker-
ry’s ability to protect the nation,
according to an Associated Press
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poll that found the two presiden-
tial candidates locked in a tie.

“The country is looking for a
real leader — an FDR or a
Kennedy,” said Warren Hutchin-
son, an independent from Massa-
chusetts who leans toward Kerry.
“There don’t seem to be any on
the horizon.”

Many voters believe Bush is
better qualified to protect the
country — an important attribute
for an electorate very focused on
national security. A majority con-
sider Kerry indecisive, less solid
on national security. But Kerry is
seen as stronger on creating jobs.

Neither candidate has been able
to gain a clear advantage. In the
survey of 976 likely voters, Demo-
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Do you rule
four years?

out a draft over the next

President Bush

“Yes. | am committed
to keeping partici-
pation in the United
States Armed
Services voluntary.
Recruitment and retention rates
remain strong, and the military
has not had any problem
maintaining a capable force. We
will not have a draft so long as
I'm the president. In order to win

Sen. John Kerry

“I oppose reinstating
the draft, and | am
committed to an all
volunteer military, and
I'll have a foreign
policy that brings allies to our
side to share the burden around
the world. | have a plan to
expand the all-volunteer active
duty Army by 40,000 soldiers.

crats Kerry and Sen. John Ed-
wards had 49 percent, compared
to 46 percent for Republicans
Bush and Vice President Dick
Cheney. That’s within the margin
of error of 3 percentage points for
the poll conducted Oct. 18-20.

Almost one in five, 17 percent,
of voters remain the target of non-
stop campaigning by Bush and
Kerry, the AP-Ipsos poll found.

These persuadable voters say
they’re undecided or are tentative-
ly backing a candidate while re-
maining open to changing their
minds.

They are more likely than oth-
ers to disapprove of Bush’s job
performance and believe invad-
ing Iraq was a mistake. And they
are more likely than other voters
to believe the nation is on the
wrong track, according to the poll
conducted for the AP by
Ipsos-Public Affairs.

More in this group lean toward
Kerry than Bush. But persuad-
able voters backing Kerry are
more likely to switch sides than
those backing Bush and they're
more likely to trust Bush than
Kerry to protect the nation.

“Kerry spent his whole time in
the debates saying, ‘your presi-
dent has not done this or done
that,’ instead of saying what he
would do as president,” said Lau-

the war on terror, we must
ensure that our troops are highly
skilled and specialized, and that
they are trained and equipped
to successfully complete their
missions. The all-voluntary Army
allows us to create the strong,
capable, and skilled force that
we need, which is why the all-
voluntary Army is working
superbly.”

Not by draft, and not to increase
the number of soldiers in Iraq,
but to add new volunteer soldiers
trained and ready to meet new
threats and relieve the strain on
our troops. My plan will bring
more of our soldiers, Guardsmen
and Reservists back home to
their families and get them time
for the new training they need.”
AP

rie Anusvkiewicz, a businesswom-
an from Beckley, W. Va.

Some surveys have found that a
majority of voters saying they’re
concerned about the risks of
changing presidents at a time of
terrorist threats and war.

“Pm pretty sure I'll vote for
Kerry,” said Mary Anne Connolly

Middletowne, . “It’s more
that 1 don’t want Bush. I'm still
not comfortable with Kerry. I'm
not sure he’s real strong on for-
eign policy.”

Despite doubts about Kerry on
national security and strength of
leadership, Bush hasn’t been able
to pull away from the Democrat.

Less than half of likely voters in
the AP-Ipsos poll, 47 percent, ap-
prove of Bush’s job performance.

Some 56 percent of likely vot-
ers believe the nation is on
wrong track, another warning
sign. By an 18-point margin, vot-
ers believe Kerry would be best
at creating jobs. They are evenly
split on who would do the best job
on Iraq. The president fares bet-
ter on national security issues
like terrorism. A majority of like-
ly voters approve of Bush’s han-
dling of the war on terror and for-
eign policy. By 7 percentage
points, more believe he would do
abetter job than Kerry of protect-
ing the country; Bush had a
23-point advantage in March.
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A Cuyahoga County Absent Voter Ballot Book, left, and an Absentee
Punch-card Ballot from Cleveland Heights, Ohio, are shown. Confusion
over the layout of the punch-card has led to complaints and concerns
that people will inadvertently vote for other than the presidential candi-
date they intended, because it does not align with the ballot book.

Confusion clouds Ohio
absentee ballot format

Decision on provisional votes awaits appeal

BY CONNIE MABIN
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Absentee vot-
ers in the most populous county
of a critical state in the presiden-
tial election are complaining
about a ballot layout that they say
might prompt some people to
choose the wrong candidate, or
none at all.

Another voting issue was left in
limbo for Ohioans Wednesday
‘when a federal judge rejected Sec-
retary of State Kenneth Black-
well’s latest order on how to han-
dle people who try to vote in the
wrong precinct. The dispute
means election boards may re-
ceive two sets of orders as they
wait for an appeals court to rule.

The absentee voting problem in
Cuyahoga County occurs when
voters align the ballot portion,
which shows a candidate’s name,
a number and an arrow, with the
punch card, which also bears
numbers.

The pieces are designed to
align in the voting machines used
on Election Day, but the numbers
don’t always line up for people
voting absentee.

The elections board in the tradi-
tionally Democratic county has
fielded numerous calls from vot-
ers confused about the layout of
absentee ballots.

The county, which includes
Cleveland, is receiving more than
2,000 requests for absentee bal-

lots every day. Both presidential
campaigns have focused on the
county in a state both candidates
consider crucial to what’s expect-
ed to be a close election Nov. 2.

If absentee voters cast their
vote by trying to line up the arrow

with the punch card, they could
punch the wrong number.

“It's incredibly ~confusing,”
said Aaron Greenspan, a 21-
year-old absentee voter from
Shaker Heights. “Every day that
goes by, more people are going to
send in these ballots and more of
them are guaranteed to be
wrong.”

Absentee voters are supposed
to ignore the arrows and punch
out the chad that matches the can-
didate’s number, Jacqueline
Maiden, a coordinator with the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elec-
tions, said Wednesday.

In the statewide voting issue,
U.S. District Judge James Carr of
Toledo rejected an order from the
secretary of state in which voters
would be informed their entire
ballot could be thrown out if they
vote in the wrong precinct.

Carr gave Blackwell a revised
order in which voters would be
told that only their ballots for fed-
eral races — including the presi-
dent — will be counted if they
vote in the wrong place.

Election boards may soon re-
ceive both versions of the order
as Ohio waits for a ruling from
the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals.
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Ruling restricts counting of
provisional ballots in Florida

BY DAVID ROYSE
The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The state must reject pro-
visional ballots if they are cast in the wrong pre-
cinct, a federal judge said Thursday in the latestin a
series of opinions on how such votes should be count-
ed

U.S. District Judge Robert L. Hinkle ruled voters
who show up at a polling place and aren’t on the
rolls should be allowed to submit a provisional ballot
— in case it’s later determined they were in the prop-
erly assigned precinct.

But he said federal law doesn’t require the state to
count the ballot if it’s determined the voter submit-
ted the ballot somewhere other than the assigned
precinct.

A provisional ballot is held until officials deter-
mine if the person was entitled to vote. If the voter
should have been allowed to vote, the ballot counts;
if not, it’s thrown out.

The ruling comes in a case brought by Democrats,
who wanted the judge to block Secretary of State
Glenda Hood from ordering that provisional ballots
be tallied only if they were cast in the correct pre-
cinct.

Hood spokeswoman Alia Faraj said the ruling was
“a victory for all Floridians who want an orderly
elecuon" Nov. 2.

“Florida law simply requires that those who use
provisional ballots be treated equally with all other
voters who have to cast their ballots in their as-
signed precinct,” Faraj said.

Mark Herron, a lawyer for the Democrats, said
Hinkle’s ruling doesn’t make sense. “You'd think
people who are entitled to vote are entitled to have
their ballots counted,” he said.

Herron said the party hadn’t decided whether to
appeal.

Provisional ballots are required nationally for the
first time this year. They are supposed to prevent
what happened in the 2000 election, when an esti-
mated 1.5 million registered voters were mistakenly
turned away from the polls because of clerical er-
rors or other problems.

Democrats have sued in states where election offi-
cials have ruled that provisional ballots should not
be considered valid if voters cast them in the wrong
precinct — a potential disadvantage to poor people
who tend to move more frequently.

The election officials say the measures are need-
ed to ensure fair elections, but Democrats say it un-
constitutionally disenfranchises voters who may not
know their polling place.

Federal judges around the country have issued dif-
fering opinions on the matter.

In Missouri and Colorado, judges have ruled votes
in the wrong place don’t have to be counted.

The Florida Democratic Party had asserted pro-
spective voters have a right to have their ballot
counted whether they're at the proper polling pre-
cinct or not; Democrats argued voters in Florida are
registered in a particular county, not a neighbor-
hood.

In Mich., votes in wrong
precinct, right town OK

Michigan Secretary of State Terri
Lynn Land has appealed a federal
court order that forces the state
to count provisional ballots cast
by voters who show up in the
‘wrong polling precinct but are in
the right city, township or village.

BY DAVID EGGERT
The Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. — Michigan
election officials expressed con-
cern Thursday that both voters
and local precinct clerks may be
confused on Election Day be-
cause of a federal judge’s deci-
sion making it easier for voters to
cast provisional ballots.

U.S. District Judge David Law-
son ruled Tuesday that the Help
America Vote Act says people
must only show up in the right
city, township or village — regard-
less of whether they’re in the
proper precinct — to have their
votes for president and Congress
counted.

Provisional ballots are used
when voters say they are proper-
ly registered but their names are
not on the registration rolls.

The state is appealing the deci-
sion, which came in a lawsuit
brought by Michigan Democrats,
voter-rights groups and the

AACI

The state argues that changing
course less than two weeks before
the election won’t ensure an or-
derly vote or timely certification
of the results.

Secretary of State Terri Lynn
Land and state Bureau of Elec-
tions Director Chris Thomas said
some voters may believe their en-
tire ballot will be counted under
Lawson’s ruling. But only their
votes for federal offices will be tal-
lied.

The League of Women Voters
of Michigan on Thursday applaud-
ed the judge’s decision but said it
worries voters don't understand
they won’t be allowed to vote the
entire ballot if they show up in the
wrong polling place.

Controversy Surrounding Calif. official casts doubt on elections

BY BETH FOUHY
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Secretary
of State Kevin Shelley guided Cali-
fornia through a surprisingly trou-
ble-free recall election last year
and became a national champion
to voting rights activists when he
sounded the alarm about the po-
tential for fraud and other prob-
lems with electronic voting ma-
chines.

But on the eve of this year’s gen-
eral election, he’s been mired in
scandal, accused of taking ques-

tionable campeign contributions

tion funds.
Now, his crit-
ics are wonder-
whether
48-year-
old Democrat
can be trusted
to manage a
presidential
election in the
nation’s  most

[ S
Shelley
populous state.

The deepening controversy has

prompted the chairman of the na-
tion’s election oversight commis-
sion to warn that California could
lose $170 million in federal elec-
tion funds.

“We have information that sug-
gests that the state may not be
just behind, but be completely de-
linquent in addressing some of
the mandates,” Election Assis-
tance Commission Chairman De-
Forest B. Soaries Jr. said Wednes-
day, citing failures to fulfill feder-
al requirements for boosting
voter education programs and
training poll workers.

Meanwhile, election officials
are scrambling to process the
record high number of voter regis-
trations that have flooded the
counties this year.

“People are uneasy as it is,”
said Brad Clark, the Alameda
County registrar. “To have the
state’s chief election officer
under investigation for so many
things, the new revelations every
day become a diversion.”

Last year, Shelley oversaw one
of the most extraordinary politi-
cal melodramas in the nation’s
history — the recall of Gov. Gray

Davis and the election of action
hero Arnold Schwarzenegger to
replace him.

Shelley also became the na-
tion’s first secretary of state to re-
quire all electronic voting ma-
chines to produce paper receipts
by 2006, delighting voting rights
activists.

Shelley has been accused of ac-
cepting a campaign check in his
state office and of taking other
campaign contributions  laun-
dered through a state grant he se-
cured for a political supporter.
The FBI was investigating.



Saturday, October 23, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Candidates’ celebrity
connections may help

BY NANCY ZUCKERBROD
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Clooney, Paterno, Bird,
Sheen: The guest list at a party for Hollywood
“A™listers and sports legends?

No, just some of the famous names running
for House seats or helping House candidates
around the country.

The most talked-about is Democrat Nick
Clooney, father of actor George, the former

“ER” doctor and “Ocean’s Eleven” star, and
brother of the late singer Rosemary Clooney
Nick Clooney — famous in his own right for i
troducing films on American Movie Classi
— is competing against Re-
publican  businessman
Geoff Davis for an open
seat in Kentucky’s 4th Dis-
trict, a tight race in the
state’s northern suburbs
near Cincinnati.

Scott Paterno, Penn
State football coach Joe Pa-
terno’s son, is challenging
six-term Democratic in-
cumbent Tim Holden in
Pennsylvania’s 17th Dis-
trict, hoping his father’s
reputation with the Nittany Lions will boost
his candidacy.

Actor Martin Sheen, known to millions of
viewers as President Josiah Bartlet on the
“The West Wing,” has stumped for Democrat
Beth Troutman in North Carolina’s 8th Dis-
trict, while cast members have contributed to
her campaign.

Larry Bird, the basketball legend from Indi-
ana State and the Boston Celtics, has helped
raise money for scout-turned-candidate Jon
Jennings in Indiana’s 8th District. Jennings is
trying to unseat five-term Republican Rep.
John Hostettler.

As the political parties search for candi-
dates with some name recognition, or those
who have some star power in fund raising or

cand

American Enterpi

k& The parties are trying
to come up with

ates

something that gives

them tr

on the campaign trail, relatives and friends of
celebrities are being tapped for races, said
Norman Ornstein, an analyst with the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute, a Washington-based
think tank.

“The parties are trying to come up with can-
didates who have something that gives them
traction,” said Ornstein. He referred to it as
“icing on the cake, but it'll never be the cake
itself.”

Being George Clooney’s father has meant
thousands of campaign dollars for Nick, with
such film stars as Michael Douglas, Warren
Beatty, Renee Zellweger and Drew Barry-
more contributing to the
Kentucky Democrat.

But aligning yourself
with Hollywood’s  top
draws also has some down-
sides, especially in conser-
vative districts such as the
one Clooney hopes to rep-
resent. Davis has tried to
link Clooney to the liberal
politics of his son and his
Hollywood friends.
“Those types of views, of
positions, don’t sell well in
this district,” Davis said.

Clooney said, “I don’t think that will stick.”
A well-known former local television anchor
and newspaper columnist, Clooney said vot-
ers “know who I am, and they know where I
come from.”

Clooney said voters often ask about his
movie star son but then move on to other mat-
ters.

George Clooney declined, through a spokes-
man, to comment but said in a letter to The
Cincinnati Enquirer that he and his dad have
political differences and that his father “has
earned the right to be judged on his own mer-

s who have

actiony

Norman Ornstein
rise Institute analyst
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Actor George Clooney, right, smiles at his
father, Nick, at a movie premiere in Beverly
Hills., Cal in September 2003. The younger
Clooney is supporting his father’s bid for a
congressional seat in Kentucky.

Attorney Scott Paterno plays up his family
ties, even handing out autographed photos of
his dad and leaning on him for fund-raising
help. But he faces a tough challenge to unseat
Holden in the central Pennsylvania district
that includes Harrisburg.

Republican Reps. Robin Hayes of North
Carolina and John Hostettler of Indiana also
are thought to be on pretty safe ground, even

ough their Democratic opponents have re-
ceived help from the likes of Sheen and Bird.

Troutman recently campaigned in a North
Carolina mill town with Sheen, and while cast
members have donated money to her candida-
cy, Hayes had nearly $1 million on hand, com-
pared to roughly $40,000 Troutman had at the
end of September.

Jennings, a Midwest scout for the Celtics,
has outraised Hostettler with the help of Bird
and others, but political observers still consid-
er Jennings the underdog.

“A candidate’s connection to fame or notori-
ety is a mixed bag in most cases,” sald Greg

its.” The actor has made several fund: ng
for his father in

Speed, a for the on-

Los Angeles but has largely steered e bt
campaigning in Kentucky.

‘ampaign Committee. “Sometimes
it helps. Sometimes it hurts. More often than
not these races are decided on other factors.”

Mass murderer executed

RALEIGH, N.C. — A man convicted of
six slayings in North Carolina was exe-
cuted early Friday.

Charles Wesley Roache, 30, had
dropped all but a mandatory appeal on
the trial record required by state law.
Legal wrangling could have extended his
lfe for up to five years, but Roache said

BY RON HARRIST
The Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. — The reopened investiga-

tion into a brutal 1955 killing of a black teenager

he gave up all appeals to show his re-

morse to the survivors of hlS vlcnms He

was pronounced dead at 2:18 a.m. of le-
injection.

Death penalty opponents argued the
state shouldn’t execute Roache without
examining his mental fitness, but
Roache asked his lawyers to do nothing
to keep him alive. He also declined to
seek clemency from Gov. Mike Easley,
who decided Thursday mght that he saw
no reason to stop Roache’s execution.

Roache and Christopher Wayne Lip-

5, were convicted in the Sept. 29,
1999 shooting death in Alexander Coun-
ty of Chad McKinley Watt, 22. The pair
then headed west to Haywood County in
a stolen pickup truck. A day later, after
that vehicle was struck, they went to a
home near Interstate 40 to steal a car.

The Phillips family returned home
from the Haywood County Fair during
the robbery attempt. Earl Phillips, 72;
his wife, Cora, 71; their son, Eddie, 40;
daughter-in-law Mitzi, 44; and grand-
daughter Katie, 14, were Kille

pard was sentenced to llfe in prison
at a separate trial.

Roache was the third person executed
in North Carolina this year and the 33rd
executed in the state since capital punish-
ment was reinstated in 1977.

is focusing on the white woman the 14-year-old
allegedly whistled at and a black man who
worked for one of the two acquitted suspects, ac-
cording to an upcoming CBS “60 Minutes” re-
port.

In a news release Thursday promoting Sun-
day’s broadcast, CBS said investigators are fo-
cusing on Carolyn Donham, the ex-wife of one
of the men acquitted by an all -white jury of mur-
dering Emmett Till.

Till was kidnapped from his uncle’s home in
Money, a tiny Mississippi Delta community, on
Aug. 28, 1955, allegedly for whistling at Don-
ham, then Carolyn Bryant. His mutilated body
was found by fishermen three days later in the
Tallahatchie River.

Pictures of the slaying shocked the world and
became a catalyst for the civil rights movement.
The two men acquitted of murdering Till — Roy
Bryant and his half brother J.W. Milam — have
since died.

The Justice Department announced in May
that it was reopening the investigation into Till's
death and would work with Mississippi prosecu-
tors.

The cousin Till was visiting in Mississippi,
Simeon Wright, told “60 Minutes” he saw Bry-
ant and Milan abduct Till. Wright also said his
father told him there was a woman in the truck
‘who was thought to be Bryant’s wife.

Donham, 70, who divorced Bryant and remar-
ried, lives in Greenville and declined to com-

CBS: Probe of Till slaying focuses on 2

ment to CBS. Contacted at home Thursday by
The Associated Press, she said, “I'm not interest-

CBS said investigators also were focusing on
Henry Lee Loggins, a black man who worked
for Milam. Wright said his father and other wit-
nesses saw Loggins with the men that night.

The network said “60 Minutes” found Log-
gins, now 81, in Ohio and that Loggins had de-
nied any knowledge of the case.

“I can't figure it out,” Loggins told “60 Min-
utes” correspondent Ed Bradley. “I wouldn’t sit
here and tell you no lie. I don’t know nothing
about that case.”

District Attorney Joyce Chiles of Greenville,
whose office will handle any prosecution in the
Till case, said Thursday that the repon the inves-
tigation is focusing on two people “is news to
me.”

Chiles said while she is kept informed of the
investigation, she had no specifics and that the
FBI would have to comment on what agents
were doing.

“Our office will prosecute if there is someone
out there to prosecute, depending on the investi-
glion resuls, o course,” Chiles sa

Th in Jackson on Thursday declined
comment nn the case.

Robert Garrity Jr., special agent in charge in
Mississippi, has said the FBI wants to interview
anyone with information about the case.

Revived investigations into civil rights-era
killings have produced mixed results. Byron de
la Beckwith was convicted a decade ago for the
1963 murder of Mississippi NAACP field secre-
tary Medgar Evers. But there has been little
progress in a movement to bring charges for the
1964 slayings of three civil rights workers.

Rains
dampen

Calif. fire
hazards

BY TIM MOLLOY
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — With recent
heavy rain and more expected
nexl week, California may make it

ugh this season without a re-
peal of last year’s catastrophic
wildfires. But dangers remain, es-
pecially in national forests plagued
by drought, unchecked growth of
brush and bark beetle infestation.

Fire season will end Monday in
Central and Northern California,
but drier Southern California may
be more at risk, said Karen Terrill,
a spokeswoman for the state De-
partment of Forestry.

“We haven’t made a decision yet
regarding closing fire season in
Southern California,” she said.
“But this good soakmg rain in
many areas lessens the fire dan-

ger.”

Wildfires across Southern Cali-
fornia last fall blackened 750,000
acres, killing 24 people and de-
stroying more than 3,600 homes.

The region has so far escaped a
replay of the disaster, despite pre-
vious warnings that this could be-

&k We just bought a
year’s time,
that’s all that
happened.¥

Richard Minnich
University of California,
Riverside, professor

come one of the most dangerous
fire seasons in history.

In San Bernardino National For-
est, hundreds of thousands of dead
trees are clustered together out-
side cities like e Arrowhead
and Idyllwild. The area has been
hard hit by several years of
drought and a bark beetle infesta-
tion. At least a third of the forest is
dead.

One fire ecologist suggested ho-
meowners in the area take advan-
tage of the rain this year to hack
away dense trees and prepare for
the next round of wildfire:

“We just bought a years time,
that’s all that happened,” said Rich-
ard Minnich, a professor at the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside.

On Wednesday, officials re-
opened some areas of the San Ber-
nardino forest that had been
closed due to fire danger. Angeles
National Forest was also reopened
after 90 percent of that forest was
shut down earlier.

The San Gabriel and San Bernar-
dino mountain ranges received
from 5 and 10 inches of rain this
week, with isolated parts of the
San Bernardino Mountains getting
up to 14 inches, according to the
National Weather Service.

“It's definitely pretty wet out
there. It looks like we're going to
be able to escape October without
any fires or winds, and the further
we go, the closer we are to winter,”
said Steven Vanderburg, a Nation-
al Weather Service meteorologist.

“As long as this pattern stays as
it is, there’s not too much to worry
aboul he said.



PAGE 12

 STARS AND STRIPES -

STARSE;

THOMAS E. KELSCH, Publisher
THOMAS BIERMANN, General Manager, Europe.
LT. COL. CYRIL J. SOCHA, Commander

News and Editorial
DAVID MAZZN’(ELU\ Editorial Director
Managing Editor
ROBB EK\NDSTAFF Assamle Editor
MRHEIN, Europe Bureau Chief
Scott BURE[SS Middle East Bureau Chief
JOE GROMELSKI, Electronic Edition Editor
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS:
Sharon Olson, News. Peter Photikoe, Photo/Graphics
Brian Bowers, Features Sean Moores, Sports.

Addresses
U.S. MAIL: Unit 29480, APO AE 09211
INTERNATIONAL MAIL: Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim,

ermany

FAX: DSN 349-8416; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601416

EMAL: News: tows @na estrs st
Letters: letters@mailestripes.osd.

CENTRAL OFHGE 590 14 Sose N St 35, Washington DC
20045-1301 Phone DSN312-763-0900 or civ. (+1) (202)
7610900, Fax (+1) (202) 761-0890

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR: David Mazzarella, 529 14th St. NW, Suite
35, Hashingon, D 20085-1301. PhaneOSN 312 763-0315 o
Giv. (+1) (202)

Eonaly mazzayeuan@ww osdmil

OMBUDSMAN: Jog Ungaro. Send comments to: Ombudsman, Stars
and Stipes, 529 14th St. NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC.
20045- civiian (+1) (01} 364-6032; fa
(+1) (401) 364-8636

or e-mai: ombudsman@stripes osd.mil

How to call us
Editor: DSN 349-8237: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601237
Letters: DSN 349-8400: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601400
Sports: DSN 349- EZZS civ. ’+69) (0) 6155/601225
Circulation: -8437; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601437
Advertising: DSN 3-‘&9 -8335/443;
civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601335/443.
News Bureaus
GERMANY (country code +49)
Bamberg: Rick Emert, 279th BSB, Unit 27535, Box 23541, APO AE
(]‘ZH‘] 7535; tel. DSN 469- 7‘]57 ov civ. (0) 951/36896; fax DSN
469-8007 or civ. (0) 951/300-80(
e-mail: emertr@mail estripes.osd. m\
Baumholder: Terry Boyd, 222nd BSB, APO AE 09034; tel. DSN
485-6089, or civ. (0) 6783-900776; e-mail
hlmﬂﬂmdﬂ ES[N es.osd.mil
Darmstac Jougherty, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN
49- 84DE nr uv (0) 6155-601406;
e maﬂ ﬂm/gne tyk@mail estr npesnsﬂ \m\ Wam Sauﬂevsmv Uml
29480, APO AE 9211; (0)

S0zt nat sandmsun\v@maﬂcs\nnnsnsu il s
ca ligo, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211 tel. DSN o civ.
0) 6155-601290; e-mai: ingoj@mal estrpes. i
and Lisa Hom, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211 el DSN 349-8237 o
civ. (0) 6155-601237; e-mail: ol @l estripes osd.mil.

Heidelberg/Mannheim: Jon R. Anderson, Room 117, Romerst. 104,
6915 Hodeberg o, DS 5707010 r i (0 6221 GllEsk
faxcie 0) 622123021, e-ma.

andersonj@r el et o
KalsorsanamSpangtabi i e, 190 € 032273717
DS 489-6580 or e, () B31/2104 or 0 37140 i
6: e-mal: meenteem@nilestipes o6 mi
465, APO AE 09107-0465,

& o
Suar s o, R 435 ot
1. SN 471-208 orc. 07117292088, -l
rnnnr@mau estripes.sd.
Wirburg S Lt T B 350-6508 or . 0931-467-7001;
fax civ. (0) 0931-700372; e-mail: iewers@mail estripes osdmil

Inisnoianza:hont Haris. o, DN Q1) 632-652 r i, (3)
second line DSN (314) 632-4222 or civ. (39)
e harrisk@nailestripes.osdmil
Havles Jason Chudy, PSC 810, Bor 56, FPO AE 03615, tel, DSK
G157 on . 39) 081) 568515, fox DSN 626-5150 o
civ. (+39 (08) 5685150, o-mal
chudyj@mail estripes.osd.mil
SPAIN
Rt Sclt Schorauer PSC 619, Box L PO AE 09645, o, SN
1088 or ci. (130 656) 821083, fax DS 7271004 o
4 +34>\
okt Gl u)maH estripes.osd.mil

Tuzla: Stars and Stripes, Operation Joint Forge, APO AE 09783, tel.
civ. 00387-61- mail estripes.osd.mil

AF Mol RonJnson, kg 469 ECSS-LK, RAF Midnhal
09459; 238868 or civ. (+44) (0]
1623/544368 i wm) o 1638/ 718013,
e-mal: ensenr@mail estripes.osd.mil

WASHING'ION DC.
Bureau editor: Patick Dickson, 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Wash-
ingn 0 zu(m 1 B () 00 761085
il dicks sdmil
Sanmammz anﬂ 1t Buvses& 529 Lth Steet W, ot 350, Wash-
'g\) a 0085 1301t . (+1) 705 636-475; o o
+1) (1

e-mail Jtmlzs r':(upusnsﬂ mil; burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
Printed in Italy by Editrice Telestampa

nd Stripes (USPS 017252) is published daily (except Chistmas
s iy a1 Snda by e Sts an S

9 Sute 350, Washington DC 2 Por-

s postgepad 2t Waingon, DC Fosnastr: Sond s chrgs

to European Stas and Stipes, Uni 23480, AP0 A

© European and Pacific Stars and S(HDGS 2004

This newspaper i authrized for pulcation by the eparment of -
fense for members f the Mitary Services ovrseas. However, the con
tens f the STARS and STRIPES are unoficial, and are ot 10 be consic
ered a the ofial views of,orendorsed by, the U.S. Government, nclud
i the Dapariment ofDeers r o US. Euopean Corand 45 3 060
[ and STRIPES may be distibuted though offical
channels and use appropite funds o distbuton f remote and isolat-
e loalions where overseas DoD personmel are localed
e appeatance of aertising n s pubicaton, iiuing inserts or
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Deparmen
fonse o the STARS and STRPES ofthe producs or sences avertsed
it e v s il sl e e -

e 01t s, of ponage ot egrd o roce, ot eion
sex, umwmm 2o, mata st s Rndia,pllca aa:
o, or any other nonmerit facto of the purchaser, user, or patron.

STARS AND STRIPES WEB SITE: WWW.STRIPES.COM

ISTRIPES.

LETTERS TO THE

MIDEAST EDITION -

Saturday, October 23, 2004

EDITOR

Soldiers did the right thing

The writer of “Just do your job” (letter,
Oct. 20) said that all missions are danger-
ous — and they are, so the last thing a sol-
dier wants to do is take substandard equip-
ment and vehicles on a dangerous mission.

You always hear: “You've got to do the
right thing” and that is what the soldiers of
the 343rd Quartermaster Company did.

1 take comfort in the fact that my superi-
ors would make sure that substandard
equipment was not an issue to begin with.
There are so many of us deployed in this
hostile country and I find it appalling that
the writer saw fit to judge and condemn fel-
low soldiers.

Maybe his unit does things differently,
but my unit looks out for each other and
that includes each and every soldier, no
matter what rank or unit. You see, there
are some things that shouldn't be just
“sucked up.”

Spe. Tammy J. Bennett
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

Going it alone is unwise

In Jack Kelly’s opinion column “Closing
‘the Gap’ on Fourth-Generation Warfare”
(Oct. 18), supposedly visionary leaders
have come up with yet another alternative
to the traditional force. My compliments!

Authors Thomas Barnett of the Naval
War College and Col. Thomas Hammes
have come close, but they didn’t go far
enough. I agree that the Pentagon needs to
be overhauled for Fourth-Generation War-
fare mentalities. The brass believes that
they are there, through technology and
special operations, but current mentalities
are too heavy-handed and lack compas-
sion and mercy. Further, both Barnett and
Hammes, as described by Kelly, fail to rec-
ognize one critical aspect of globalization
and how it “should” affect the transforma-
tion of the U.S. force structure.

1 propose we take Barnett’s globaliza-
tion theory and Hammes’ goals to create a
“system administration” force and com-
bine them. As Gen. Creighton Abrams
made it more necessary to involve the re-
serve forces in our nation’s conflicts, so we
should make it more necessary to involve
our natural and traditional allies within

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: lCounlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;

DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

this “system administration” force. We
should leave ourselves the masters of mod-
ern battlefield tactics, but modestly reliant
upon our allies.

Likened to the loss of the public’s trust
during Vietnam, for a go-it-alone-with-fed-
eral-troops mentality coming out of Wash-
ington, D.C., Fourth-Generation Warfare
will incur global mistrust of those nations
who deem it necessary to go it alone in the
21st century.

Maj. Rich Hough
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

Recently the idea is being considered
that non-infantry soldiers who have gone
out on patrols and have been engaged in
combat should be awa t

tus through on-the-job training, which is
fine in most soldiers’ eyes.

But how about those of us who have
been engaged in combat and are the “in
the rear with the gear” soldiers, whose
Jjobs don’t take them outside the wire. Why
can't the old rules get changed for us?

Medics get a Combat Medic Badge, engi-
neers have their badge. And 11B (infantry-
man) soldiers have the Combat Infantry
Badge.

e all went through the same training
before we hit country, were told under-
neath it all, we are all infantry, when need
be, even female soldiers.

My convoy was hit three times going
through Baghdad. We all fought our way
through, male and female. But just be-
cause we hold support roles, we are not
considered for the Combat Infantry
Badge. And if memory serves me right, it
takes one engagement for a infantry sol-
dier to earn his badge.

Times change, tactics change. So if
non-11Bs can get on-the-job training to get
their badge, then why can’t support sol-
diers who have been in combat action get
abadge, t00?

Sgt. Daniel Horan
Camp Taji, Iraq

No valid reason for war

I am baffled by those who think that the
war in Iraq was a good choice. I still have
not seen or heard one valid reason.

he war has snowballed and endan-
gered more lives than ever thought possi-
ble. More than 1,250 coalition forces have
been killed, nearly 200 multinational con-
tractors have been killed and many thou-
sands of people injured, some severely.

Irespect all soldiers and support them. T
was deployed in the Middle East for a
year. However, this catastrophe reminds
me of a gambler who has lost everything
and with every spin believes he will win
How many more lives will be lost? And for
what? How many innocent Iraqis? Or does
anybody care?

The media lists U.S. and British deaths,
and all other people killed are listed as
“other.” Would anyone want to be remem-
bered as “other”? Have people become im-
mune to caring about humanity?

I realize that some good deeds are being
done, but they are few and far between.
Most of the effort is self-sustainment and
security — security that has been fading
fast.

Tlove my country and would like to see a
better future for everyone. This war is not
the remedy. I hope that every American
citizen finds it in his or her heart one day
to see what is really happening, and soon.

Robert Hults
Kaiserslautern, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Fall of communism: Castro trips at ceremony

Cuban leader breaks knee, hurts

BY ANITA SNOW
The Associated Press

HAVANA — Demonstrating he
retains firm control over Cuba
after fracturing his knee and arm
in a fall at a public event, Presi-
dent Fidel Castro told of conduct-
ing government business by cellu-
lar phone during an ambulance
ride and later refusing general an-
esthesia.

“I have not stopped attending to
the tasks that I am responsible
for, in coordination with the other
comrades,” Castro, 78, wrote in a
lengthy note read Thursday night
on state television.

Castro said he underwent a 3
hour, 15 minute operation to re-
pair his left knee, which was bro-
ken in eight pieces, and the immo-
bilization of his left upper arm,
which suffered a hairline frac-
ture.

He said he remained awake the
whole time, anesthetized only
from the waist down, so he could
portant is-
sues” with his chief of staff, who
dressed in surgical scrubs.

Castro said earlier he remained
in contact with his office via cellu-

Cuba’s President Fidel Castro, center, trips after a speech Wednesday at a graduation ceremony in Santa
in this image taken from television. Castro broke his left knee in eight places and suffered a

ine fracture in his left arm.

lar phone during the ambulance
ride back to Havana from Santa
Clara, the central city about a
three-hour drive away where the
accident occurred.

arm; quick to reassert control

aimed at clearing up any doubts
about his ability to govern this
communist nation of 11.2 million
people after 45 years in power.

His advancing age — and ulti-
mately his mortality — was
brought home when he was in-
jured Wednesday night when he
tripped and fell after a speech at
the Santa Clara graduation cere-
mony.

Bt Castro has fought to dispel
concerns about his health and his
ability to keep governing.

A medical examination early
Thursday confirmed Castro suf-
fered a broken left knee and a hair-
line fracture in his upper right
arm, said an official notice car-
ried by state media.

Castro’s health has long been
closely watched — particularly by
his political enemies in Miami,
home to a large Cuban exile com-
munity.

Rights activist Elizardo
Sanchez of Havana predicted the
incident would not immediately af-
fect government policies, but it
“does put on the agenda the
theme of the advanced age of vari-
ous leaders.”

Average Cubans did not seem
as alarmed Thursday as they
were three years ago, when Cas-
tro fainted in the scorching Carib-
bean sun during a live televised
speech before a crowd of thou-

Castro’s

message  seemed  sands.

Survey: Quick fix for
corruption not easy

The Associated Press

LONDON — Good intentions and hard work by
governments don’t lead to quick victories against en-
trenched corruption, according to the annual sur-
vey of global corruption released Wednesday by
Transparency International.

Kenya, Georgia, Paraguay and Indonesia re-
mained near the bottom of the list despite their gov-
ernments’ efforts to stamp out corruption.

Kenya's case dramatically illustrates the difficul-
ties, said Peter Eigen, chairman of Transparency In-
ternational.

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki and his National
Rainbow Coalition party made fighting corruption a
priority after winning power in 2002 and ending 39
years of rule by the Kenya African National Union,
which was crificized for endemic corruption in its
final years of power.

“Kenya is an ideal case where there seems to be
commitment at the top, where people on the street
are very angry about corruption, and where the in-
tellectual preparation has been very well ad-
vanced,” Eigen said in a telephone interview.

The cases of Kenya, Georgia, Paraguay, Indone-
sia, Mexico and South Africa were the subject of a
Transparency International conference last week in
Kenya, Eigen said.

’l‘ransparency International’s index is compiled
from a series of polls on perceptions of corruption
made by independent organizations. Of 146 coun-
tries in the survey, 106 scored lower than five com-
pared with a best score of 10, the organization said.

Bangladesh, Haiti, ngena, Chad, Myanmar, Az-
erbaijan and Paraguay were perceived to be the
‘most corrupt, all scoring lower than 2.

Finland, New Zealand, Denmark, Iceland, Sm-
gapore, Sweden and Switzerland were rated
least corrupt, all scoring higher than nine out of 10
on the index.

Palestinians shell Israeli settlements
after airstrike Kills top Hamas militant

BY IBRAHIM BARZAK
The Associated Press

‘GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Defiant Palestinian militants
pounded Jewish settlements in the southern Gaza Strip with
mortar fire Friday, following the Killing of a top Hamas mili-
tant in an Israeli airstrike.

Tens of thousands of angry Hamas supporters joined the
funeral procession for Adnan al-Ghoul, 46, a founder and
deputy chief of the Hamas military wing who was on Isra-
el's most-wanted list since 1990.

Mourners and leaders of the Islamic militant group threat-
ened revenge attacks against Israel. The group, which op-
poses the Jewish state’s existence, has killed hundreds of Is-
raelis in the past four years of fighting.

“Hamas is loyal to the blood of its martyrs and will contin-
ue on the path of holy war and resistance until we achieve
victory by defeating the Zionists,” Ismail Hanieh, a Hamas
leader, said in a rare appearance at a Gaza City mosque.

Hamas leaders have been driven underground by Israel’s
relentless campaign of targeted killings, including those of
the group’s founder and his successor this year. Isracli ana-
lysts said the killing of al-Ghoul was a major blow to Hamas
because he was a top bombmaker responsible for the
group’s weaponry, including crude anti-tank missiles and
the Qassam rockets the group has fired at Israeli communi-
ties, the army said.

Israel held al-Ghoul responsible for the deaths of dozens
of its citizens, including in major suicide bombings in the
1990s. He had been in hiding for years, avoiding public ap-
pearances and media interviews, and narrowly escaped two
previous attempts on his life.

Al-Ghoul’s assistant, Imad Abbas, also was killed Thurs-

ay.

Following the killings, about 15 mortar rounds were fired
at the Jewish settlement of Neve Dekalim and adjacent mili-
tary posts, damaging four houses but causing no casualties.
Settlers reported mortar shells falling on two other south
Gaza settlements but causing no damage.

Palestinian mourners carry the coffin of Adnan al-Ghoul, a
senior member of the Hamas militant group killed in an Israeli
missile attack, during a Friday procession in Gaza City.

Hamas’ ability to strike back at Israel has been severely

bya slnng of Early this year, Isra-

el killed the group’s spiritual leader, Sheik Ahmed Yassin,
and his successor, Abdel Aziz Rantisi.

A top Hamas leader based in Damascus, Syria, was killed
in a car bombing last month. Israeli security officials ac-
knowledged involvement. Most Hamas leaders in Gaza
have gone into hiding.

Gaza has experienced an upsurge in violence since Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon announced plans earlier this year to
withdraw from the volatile area. Sharon will present his
withdrawal plan to Israeli lawmakers for approval Tuesday.
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Lebanese President Emile Lahoud, left,
greets Omar Karami in Beirut, Lebanon, on
Thursday. Lahoud appointed pro-Syrian
politi Karami as prime minister and
asked him to form the next government.
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Lebanon begins to form Cabinet

U.S. accuses Syria of ‘inappropriate role’ in Lebanese government

BY ZEINA KARAM
The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Incoming Leba-
nese Prime Minister Omar Karami got
down to forming a government Friday, fac-
ing accusations from politicians and the
United States that neighboring Syria held
too much sway over his selections.

Karami was named to the post Thursday
by President Emil Lahoud — both men are
seen as close allies of Syria — and the ap-
pointment quickly drew criticism from Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell.

Powell told Abu Dhabi television that the
choice “once again shows that Syria is play-
ing an inappropriate role in political life and
in the civic life of the Lebanese people.”

Karami immediately ran into difficulties
when the leader of the country’s Druse
community said he would not cooperate in

the Cabinet selection process because of
Syria’s influence.

“He is not the one who is forming the
new government,” Druse leader Walid
Jumblatt said of Karami in remarks pub-
lished Friday.

Also complicating the process, a political
heavyweight from the Christian communi-
ty demanded the Interior Ministry portfo-
lio in Karami's government or else he
would join the opposition.

rami denied that Syria had told
Lahoud who it wanted in the new Cabinet.
The new government was not been prese-
lected and the process of choosing minis-
ters has “only just begun,” Karami told Fri-
day’s As-Safir newspaper.

“I know the enormity of the external
pressures against Lebanon and Syria, and I
know the sensitive international situation
and the crises the people are suffering
from,” Karami said.

Karami replaces billionaire Rafik Hari-
i, a longtime rival of Lahoud. Hariri, who
resigned Wednesday, was prime minister
for 10 of the 14 years since Lebanon’s civil
war ended in 1990 and was seen as less de-
pendent on Syria than other Lebanese poli-
ticians.

Karami, 70, is a lawyer from the north-
ern city of Tripoli who served as prime
minister in 1990-92. An informal poll of leg-
islators indicated that Karami had the sup-
port of at least 71 of the parliament’s 128
members.

The outgoing minister of health, Sule-
iman Franjieh, said on television late
Thursday he wanted the Interior Ministry
portfolio in the new government or he
‘would join the opposition.

The Interior Ministry will define the con-
stituencies for legislative elections due in
May.

Karzai’s lead narrows,

Few vaccine shortages in Europe

BY NAOMI KOPPEL
The Associated Press

GENEVA — Ireland — like the
United States — is struggling to
find enough flu vaccine following
the shutdown of a British factory,
but other European countries
mostly have no shortages, an As-
sociated Press survey found
Thursday.

Northern Ireland — which usu-
ally orders 80 percent of its doses
from US. drug maker Chiron
Corp.’s factory in Liverpool —
and the Republic of Ireland ac-
knowledged difficulties obtaining
enough doses of the vaccine as
the flu season starts in the North-
ern Hemisphere.

British regulators announced
Oct. § they had shut down the Chi-
ron production facility in Liver-
pool because of contamination.

That cut the U.S. vaccine sup-
ply — usually 100 million doses
— almost in half.

Fewer problems have been re-
ported in Europe, however.

There are sufficient stocks in
Spain, Sweden, Austria, Croatia
and the Czech Republic, and in
the rest of Britain, national au-
thorities  said. Ilaly also has
enough, although suppliers were
forced to reduce their prices by
40 percent after consumer groups
complained the shots were too ex-
pensive.

Daniel Haeuptli, co-head of vac-
cine and blood development at
the Swiss Agency for Therapeutic

Products, said his country had all
the 1.3 million doses it needed.

The Paul Ehrlich Institute, Ger-
many’s federal agency for vac-
cines, said it did not look like
there would be trouble in that
country.

This year has been “a mild year
for the flu,” spokeswoman Sus-
anne Stoecker said. “But it’s hard
to tell ahead of time how much
vaccine should be made avail-
able.”

She said about 20 million doses
of vaccine were available in Ger-
many, which has a population of
about 80 million. Typically, about
20 percent of Germans get flu
shots.

“Based on our experience, we
see what was needed last year
and then produce more, just to be
sure,” Stoecker said.

Northern Ireland and the Re-
public of Ireland have had more
trouble.

“It is not our role to secure sup-
plies, but we had to step in,” said
Dr. Lorraine Doherty, a senior
medical adviser at the Northern
Ireland health department.

The Northern Ireland health de-
partment negotiated bulk pur-
chases with other suppliers fol-
lowing the Chiron shutdown, but
it was still short of doses.

Still, it insisted that every per-
son who needed a shot would re-
ceive it.

South of the border, the Repub-
lic of Ireland found it had just
200,000 doses by the end of Sep-

tember while it required at least
530,000 for the flu season.

On Oct. 5, the health depart-
ment announced it had secured a
total of 598,000 doses — but the or-
ders trom other suppliers are
coming in stages running into
early November. So Ireland’s
usual TV and newspaper ad cam-
paign in October urging people in
high-risk groups to get their shots
was delayed, and many doctors
and clinics are complaining that
their initial supplies have run out.

The UN. health agency said
governments need to take a close
look at the way they ensure their
stocks of flu vaccines if they are
to avoid shortages in the future.

Maria Cheng, spokeswoman
for the World Health Organiza-
tion, noted that the United States
has been relying on two suppliers

“and one supplier had a problem.
The United Kingdom has four or
five suppliers.”

“One of the problems that the
Chiron problem raised was the
lack of capacity that exists in vac-
cine production,” Cheng told the
AP. Cheng said the composition
of the flu vaccine changes every
year in response to scientists’ pre-
diction of which strains will be
most widespread. So there is no
incentive for companies to pro-
duce more vaccine than the or-
ders they already have.

Associated press bureaus inLond
Dublin, Ireland; Berlin; Madrid,
Stocknolm, Sweden: vierma, Augiria;
Zagreb, Croatia; Prague, Czech Repub-
fic; and Rome contributed to this report.

but still on track to win

BY MATTHEW
PENNINGTON

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Inter-
im leader Hamid Karzai’s sub-
stantial lead narrowed slightly
as vote counting approached a
decisive point in Afghanistan’s
landmark presidential election.

With 5.62 million, or more
than two-thirds, of the ballots tal-
lied, Karzai’s lead still looked un-
assailable on Friday, as his near-
est challenger, former Educa-
tion Minister Yunus Qanooni,
trailed by nearly 40 percentage
points.

The U.S.-backed incumbent is
looking to chalk up at least half
the estimated 8 mllllon votes
cast to avoid a

Thursday in the count of votes
from some central and northern
provinces that pushed ethnic
Hazara chieftain Mohammed
Mohageq and Uzbek strongman
Abdul Rashid Dostum up to
around 10 percent.

U.N. spokesman Manoel de
Almeida e Silva said vote count-
ing was likely to continue into
next week. The U.N.-Afghan
Joint Electoral Management
Body, or JEMB, would only
issue the official results “a few
days” after the count was com-
pléte, after considering the re-
sults of an ongoing probe into
complaints of vote fraud
brought by Karzai’s rivals, he
said.

De Almeida e Silva said the
panel of three forelgn experts in-

run-off.

He’s likely to reach that point
in the next two days as vote
counting continues, although it's
still not a certainty.

Election officials say they will
not comment on the outcome of
the poll before the announce-
ment of official results, which
could take another week.

With 69.8 percent of the votes
tallied by Friday afternoon,
Karzai had 3,135,491 votes or
55.8 percent. Qanooni had 17.6
percent.

Karzai lost some ground

includ-
ing ballot-box stuffing and multi-
ple voting — planned to meet
with the candidates next week.

“Let’s hope they will be able
to send their recommendations
with their final report to the
JEMB in the days to come,” he
said.

Taliban rebels failed to deliv-
er on threats to derail the Oct. 9
election, which is hoped to
usher in democracy after a quar-
ter-century of conflict in Afghan-
istan.

Assoclated Press writers Stephen
Graham in Kabul and Noor Kha
Kandahar contributed (o tis report.

Bahrain protestors call for release of activist, prime minister’s resignation

BY ADNAN MALIK
The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — In an intensifying protest cam-
paign, 2,500 demonstrators marched through Manama on
Thursday, calling for the release of a jailed human rights
activist and for the resignation of the prime minister, who

has been in office for more than 30 years.

The Shiite Muslim demonstrators were protesting the ar-

Al-Khawajah has pleaded innocent to charges of incit-
ing hatred against the government and circulating false in-
formation about top officials.

The crowd dispersed after 90 minutes. Police were bare-
ly in sight. Traffic police helped divert traffic, which was
bumper-to-bumper as the crowd marched on the highway
adjacent to the prime minister’s office.

“I am overwhelmed,” said al-Khawajah’s wife, Khadija
covered head-to-toe in a black robe. “I think

al-M

rest last month of Abdul-Had

rector of the Bahrain Center for Human nghls.
Al-Khawajah was detained after he called at a sympo-

sium for the resignation of Prime Minister Sheik Khalifa

bin Salman Al Khalifa, blaming him for economic failures

and human rights violations.

di-

people are not scared anymore and have begun to under-
stand their rights. This is what my husband wanted.”
Bahrain, whose king Sheik Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
has taken bold steps since assuming the throne in 1999 to
move the country from an absolute monarchy to a constitu-

tional one, is one of the few states in the Gulf where peace-
ful protests are tolerated.

But Al-Khawajah’s arrest and trial, and the dissolution

family —

of his group, shows the limits of the democratization pro-
cess the tiny Gulf kingdom has embarked on.

Such public criticism of a member of Bahrain’s ruling
the prime minister is the king’s uncle — is rare,
After al-Khawajah’s arrest on Sept. 25, his supporters
have launched an unprecedented and growing series of
demonstrations.

Arab and Western human rights groups have called on
the government to release al-Khawajah, who returned to
Bahrain in 2001 with his family after 22 years of self-im-
posed exile in Europe.

His next court hearing was scheduled for Monday.
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Frog causes stir

SAVANNAH — The
small frogs that
croaked in Diane Butler’s
backyard pond had been si-
lenced and her goldfish
were disappearing. But she
had bagged the culprit, and
stashed the body in her
freezer. 3]
Butler’s capture of a
4Y>-inch Cuban tree
frog in coastal Savan-
nah has caused a nervous stir
among wildlife biologists in Geor-
gia and Florida.

The exotic amphibian invaded
the Florida Keys nearly 80 years
ago and slowly spread throughout
the state, devouring native frogs
and insects in its path. But Butler’s
catch marks the first time the spe-
cies has been documented in Geor-

a.

That’s bad news if the Cuban
frogs, known to hitchhike to new
homes in shipments of potted
plants, are breeding in Georgia, bi-
ologists say.

Inmate claims crime

NY SARATOGA SPRINGS —

An 82-year-old convicted
killer serving a life sentence in a
New Jersey prison claims he and
his brother were responsible for
an unsolved jewel heist that has
perplexed authorities for nearly 40
years.

But some doubt the inmate’s
story, including the police chief
who investigated the 1967 theft of
nearly $800,000 in jewels from a
wealthy couple’s home in upstate
New York.

Allison Williams told the Phila-
delphia Inquirer the heist was
pulled off by his brother, Cliff, a
year after they cased the home
owned by Marylou Whitney and
her husband at the time, Cornelius
Vanderbilt Whitney.

Retired Saratoga Springs Police
Chief Peter Pemberton also said
Williams was “full of hot air.”

Still, local authorities will re-
open the case even though Will-
iams could not be prosecuted be-
cause the statute of limitations has
expired.

Williams was convicted in 1991
of killing a witness who was about
to testify against him in court.

Missing mom located

ARLINGTON Police

have located the mother of

a young boy whose neighbors took

rns caring for him and waited

weeks to call police after she disap-
peared, authorities said.

Investigators were interviewing
Juline Bullard, 44, who was jailed
on $5,000 bond on a child abandon-
ment charge. The woman was lo-
cated after authorities got a tip, po-
lice spokeswoman Christy Gilfour
said.

Bullard allegedly told authori-
ties that someone had agreed to
care for the child for three months
while she sought housing and a
job

boy, known only as
“Teddy " told neighbors he is 3 but
‘may be as old as 5, authorities said.

More forgery charges
BLOOMINGTON — A man
charged with forgery alleg-

edly tried to get out of jail by —

ROUNDUP

what else? — forging documents
for his release.

Now, 20-year-old Jared J. Bailey
faces new felony charges of at-
tempted escape and forgery.

Investigators say Bailey forged
the signature of Monroe Circuit
Judge Douglas R. Bridges on a
court order that purportedly
changed his bail from $100,000
surety bond to $500 in cash.

Bailey’s old roommate told po-
lice that Bailey asked him to fax
the fake papers to Bailey’s attor-
ney. The friend said he went to a
copy store with a fax number he
thought was the attorney’s, but the
documents went to the jail instead,
according to an affidavit.

The fake document is complete
with a clerk’s office stamp and a
template similar to the real thing.
Jail staff viewed the papers as sus-
picious and did not release Bailey,
whose bond has since been raised
t0 $250,000 surety.

Bailey is also awaiting trial on
charges of burglary, felony bat-
tery, confinement with a deadly
weapon, attempted armed robbery
and impersonating a police officer.

Site may yield diamonds

HELENA — The bright

green  rocks jutting
through the prairie soil were hard
to miss, but Tom Charlton still
couldn’t believe his eyes.

It was kimberlite, the molten
rock in which diamonds are found,
and preliminary tests had yielded
a microscopic diamond. If more

Fall already done?
The last of falls colors are seen
with a view of a church steeple in
Middlebury, Vt., on Thursday.

are found at the

80-acre site known
as the Homestead
property, the land
could become the
state’s first-ever commer-
cial diamond operation
and the only working dia-
mond mine in the United
States, geologists said.

Canada currently has the
only diamond mines operating
in North America.

“It’s once in a lifetime. You
just don’t find things like that
every day,” said Charlton, an offi-
cial with Delta Mining and Explo-
ration Corp.

The Kentucky-based firm plans
to begin large-scale exploration of
the central Montana site next
month.

Park study for nuke site

YAKIMA President

Bush has signed a bill re-
quiring the federal government to
study the potential for adding his-
toric Manhattan Project sites, in-
cluding a reactor at the Hanford
nuclear site, to the national park
system.

Former nuclear workers and
concerned residents for years have

been trying to preserve Hanford’s
B Reactor as a museum. The
world’s first full-scale plutonium
production nuclear reactor, B Re-
actor was built as part of the top-se-
cret Manhattan Project to build an
atomic bomb.

The south-central Washington
reactor produced the plutonium
for the first man-made nuclear
blast, the Trinity test in New Mexi-
co on July 16, 1945. B Reactor also
produced the plutonium for the
bomb that was dropped that Au-
gust on Nagasaki, Japan, during
World War II.

Group tears down ghoul

ST. PETERSBURG — It
had the face of Franken-
stein and the hands of a werewolf.

Outfitted in jeans and flannel
shirt, the creature — stuffed with
crumpled newspaper — hung by
the neck on a homemade gallows
outside a house in St. Petersburg.

To its owner, “Bob” was a Hal-
loween decoration. But to Omali
Yeshitela, it was a racially charged
symbol of hate.

On Tuesday, as police officers
on the scene scrambled to contact
the homeowner at work after Ye-
shitela and others from the Interna-
tional People’s Democratic Uhuru
Movement tore the dummy down.

“There is no history of hanging
ghouls in this country but there is a
history of hanging African peo-
ple,” said Yeshitela.

Colleen Watson was surprised
and upset when police called her at
work to say the display her
15-year-old son had spent two days
creating had been torn down. She
said it had never occurred to her it
would offend anyone.

More parking at park

BOSTON — The creation

of a 30-acre park atop Bos-
ton’s Big Dig undergound highway
project will provide a precious
commodity in the city: up to 175
on-street parking spaces. Just who
will get to use the spaces around
the Rose Kennedy Greenway is un-
certain. The public can voice opin-
jons during a pair of comment peri-
ods in the next two weeks.

Wood Rooﬁng Company employee
Annual film fest on David Beck of Hot Springs, Ark.,
walks past a mural along the north side of the Malco Theater in Hot
Springs, Ark., on Thursday. The historic downtown theater houses the
Hot Springs Documentary Film Instute. The institute’s 13th annual film
festival began Friday and runs through Oct. 31. Beck is part of a crew
doing some repairs on the roof.

A quiet fall afternoon attracts Bob
Rafols of DeSoto, Kan., and Bob
Nickle of Tonganoxie, Kan., to the Wakarusa River near Eudora, Kan., for
a day of fishing amidst the changing trees on Thursday.

Peaceful pasttime
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Rochester firefighter trainee Amon Hudson rapells off the Pont de Rennes

A long way down Bridge in Rochester, N.Y., on Thursday as part of his training. Each fall, candi-

dates go through a 13-week training course before they are eligible to become Rochester firefighters.

- : A truck that was carrying fuel smolders beneath the Interstate
Truck fire destroys bridge 65 and Interstate 59 interchange Thursday in Birmingham, Ala.
The truck caught fire around 7 a.m. and burnt the interstate exchange above it. Officials say the bridge will have
to be removed.

Low early morning fog covers a portion of Highway 178 and other parts of the Kern
River Valley as a solo vehicle makes its way through it with headlights vi urs-

Fog creeping in
day near Lake Isabella, Calif.

Squid wash up dead

LONG BEACH — When

hundreds of giant squid
washed up dead on the Long
Beach Peninsula last weekend,
Dean Marsh knew exactly what to
do: He stocked his freezer.

“No sense letting them go to
waste,” said the 57-year-old bait
salesman, who planned to cut them
up and sell them to fishermen.

An estimated 1,000 to 1,500 Hum-
boldt jumbo flying squid — typical-
ly found off the coast of Mexico —
have washed up on southwest Wash-
ington beaches in the past few days,
said Greg Bargmann, a marine fish
manager with the state Fish and

Wildlife Department.
What's killing them isn’t clear.
“They’re like salmon: They

spawn and then they die,” Barg-
mann said. “I don’t know if this is
post-spawning, or if the waters got
so cold they couldn’t take it any-
more.”

Tuna fishermen first reported
seeing the squid about 30 miles off
the southwest Washington coast in
August. At the time, the ocean
water was significantly warmer

usual — 67 degrees, instead of
50 to 55 degrees.

Ever since, the squid have sur-
prised anglers as far north as Sitka,
Alaska. One salmon fisherman in
British Columbia hauled in a
6Y/>-foot, 44-pound squid this month
— a specimen that’s now in a form-
aldehyde tank at the Royal British
Columbia Museum.

Some people have called Barg-
mann to ask if they can eat the dead
squid they find on the beach.

“I sure wouldn't eat them. It
would be like eating a deer on the
side of the road,”

“But if you catch them live, they’d
be goo

Fair breaks record

COLUMBIA — Organizers

credit beautiful weather
with helping the State Fair break a
12-year attendance record. Fair of-
ficials said 630,152 people came
through the gates. That broke the
old record of 612,399 set in 1992.
Most of the credit goes to mild tem-
peratures and clear skies, fair
spokeswoman Nancy Smith said.

Health plan to close
PHOENIX — Maricopa
County will close a health

plan at the end of the year that pro-

vides low premmms and co-pays to
about 5,600 seniors. The Maricopa

Senior Select Plan has lost money

each year, and this year’s loss is ex-

pected to near $11 million. Mem-
bers using have received
other cholces Dut the premiums
may be higher for some members.

Man donates kidney

MARYSVILLE — Eric

Swim was surfing on the In-

ternet in June when he stumbled

across the story of a 10-year-old

Jewish boy from Israel who was in

desperate need of a kidney trans-
lant.

“I began thinking that I have two
good kidneys,” the Marysville man
said, “and I didn’t have to have one
of them.”

Swim, 38, returned Sunday from
Israel with one less kidney and the
thanks of the many Israelis he met.

“It’s a humbling thing when a Ho-
locaust survivor comes up to you
and says ‘you're a big hero,’ or ‘gi-
bor’ in Hebrew,” Swim said Mon-
day during an interview at his
home “when in reality all I did was

donate a kidney. It’s very hum-
bling.”

The organ recipient, Moshiko
Sharon, who had waited for a com-
patible kidney donor for more than
a year, is doing well after undergo-
ing implant surgery Sept. 21 at a
Tel Aviv-area hospital.

But before the surgery could hap-
pen, Swim had to undergo tests to
determine whether he would be a
good match. Swim learned the re-
sults of the tests Sept. 3 and left
three days later for Tel Aviv.

Swim was joined by his wife,
Lori, 34, and the couple’s two chil’
dren, Lucy, 10, and Josiah, 6.

“So many bad things are going on
these days that it is hard to look at
the world and have any hope for
children,” Lori Swim said. “If you
want to have children see a better
‘way, maybe savmg one person’s life
will help us in the bigger scheme of
things.”

‘The organ donation was facilitat-
ed by the New York-based Halach-
ic Organ Donor Society, which edu-
cates Jews about organ donation.

Rider denies ticket time

MINNEAPOLIS — A mo-

torcyclist who set jaws
dropping across the nation last
month when he was stopped for
going 205 mph told a reporter for
Midwest Quick Throttle Magazine
that he was going closer to half that
speed.

‘The interview was apparently the
first for media-shy Samuel Tilley,
20, of Stillwater, Minn., who has not
spoken  publicly about his
record-setting ticket since he was
stopped on Sept. 18 south of Minne-
apolis.

“He’s beside himself about the
whole thing,” magazine editor Pat
Andrews said.

Tilley said in the interview that
he’s not sure exactly how fast he
was going because he was watching
the road and another rider who was
nearby, said Scottie Ard, who wrote
the story for Quick Throttle. The
other rider was ticketed for going
111 mph.

“He doesn’t know how he could
have been going 205 miles per hour,
especially when the guy he was with
‘was going 111,” Andrews said.

A Minnesota State Patrol pilot
saw Tilley from the air and used a
stopwatch to time him as he passed
quarter-mile markers along Hwy.
61. The pilot’s reading of 4.39 sec-
onds translated into Tilley's 205
mph speed.

Foreign students drop

EUGENE — Oregon colleg-

es are struggling to attract
foreign students because of con-
cerns about terrorism and height-
ened security requirements. At
Lane Community College, the num-
ber of foreign students has stayed
flat for the past three years, after
growing at more than 6 percent per
year. International enrollment at
the University of Oregon dropped
to an estimated 1,170 this year from
a peak of almost 1,700 in 1997.

Gay marriage no issue

COLUMBUS — Gov. Bob

Taft said that, while he op-
poses an amendment banning gay
marriage, he won't actively cam-
paign against it because of other
campaign responsibilities. The Re-
publican says the proposed amend-
‘ment is ambiguous, goes too far and
could hurt the state’s efforts to re-
cruit and retain high-tech workers.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Martin pleads to U.N. for help with cause

Pop star Ricky Martin came to the United Nations to ap-
peal to governments to declare war
on tourists who sexually exploit chil-
dren around the world.

Millions of children are drawn
into prostitution every year, accord-
ing to the U.S. State Department.
One form of exploitation is child sex
tourism by adults who travel to for-
eign countries.

“This is war. This is a battle we
need to win,” Martin said at a lun-
cheon attended by U.N. ambassa-
dors and activists trying to end the
practice. “This one is worth
We re talking about the lives of ehil

Martin

Bul the Puerto Rican singer said the activists needed
elp.

He started the Ricky Martin Foundation about 10 years
ago to help children in need, and recently initiated the
People for Children Project as one of its endeavors to try
to end child sex tourism and other illegal practices.

Coshy takes message to Milwaukee

Bill Cosby won cheers as he carried a serious message
to Milwaukee’s black community, urging parents to take
up the responsibility of educating and raising their chil-
dren.

“Itis not all right for your 15-year-old daughter to have
achild,” the comedian said. “I'm 67 years old. 'm not talk-
ing to you any different from a grandfather who would
say, I wouldn’t do that if I were you. ”

Cosby was warmly received by a crowd of about 2,400
people at North Division High School in Milwaukee’s
inner city.

He asked parents to talk with their children, spend
time with them and encourage them to study hard and
prevent teen pregnancy.

He said parents shouldn't leave the responsibility of
raising their children to television and CDs.

Funny man on for one more season

Jimmy Kimmel will keep up the late-night banter for
another year.

ABC said it has renewed “Jimmy Kimmel Live”
through 2005.

“I'm delighted that ABC has ex-
hausted all other options and picked
up mine for another year,” Kimmel
joked in a statement released by the
network.

The program, which debuted in
January 2003, has featured guests
such as Britney Spears, Serena Will-
iams and Billy Bob Thornton.

The nighttime talk-show _circuit
has been changing lately. CBS lost | %
Craig Kilborn in August from the
“Late Late Show,” which follows
David Letterman’s “Late Show,” when he quit. A new
host has yet to be announced.

Last month, NBC said that Jay Leno will leave “To-
night” in 2009 and be replaced by “Late Night” host
Conan O’Brien.

Kimmel

Bono to receive TED Prize

U2 frontman and global activist Bono is one of three re-
cipients of the inaugural TED Prize from the Tt

AP

This image from the video game “Kuma War,” from Kuma Reality Games, shows the likeness of Sen. John Kerry in military
attire driving a Swift boat in this undated promotional photo. Video games have entered the race for the White House and
joined Internet blogs as the 2004 election’s newest format for political expression.

Video games

stage digital

race for White House

Editor’s note: Arts and entertainment have long con-
verged with politics. But this year, something different is in
the air — and on movie screens, in bookstores, on the
radio, and everywhere else media is consumed.

This is the last part of a six-part series.

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Super Mario for president? Probably
ot (since he wasn’t born in America), but for the first time
in presidential politics video games have entered the race,
joining Internet blogs as the 2004 election’s newest format
for political expression.

So what options do gamers have in the digital campaign?
Armchair political junkies can try to outfox President
Bush’s election strategist Karl Rove or attempt to run a bet-
ter campaign than Sen. John Kerry by building
support in battleground states in “The Politi-
cal Machine.”

Entertainment, Design conference.

The other recipients are Canadi-
an photo-artist Edward Burtynsky
and medical technologies pioneer
Robert Fischell. Each will receive
$100,000 and the chance to have
three wishes fulfilled by a group of
world-class companies and many
members of the TED Community, it
was announced.

The three wishes of each honoree
will be revealed at the next TED
conference, to be held Feb. 23-26 in
Monterey, Calif.

“We are exhilarated to have such
extraordinary individuals as our inaugural winners of the
TED Prize,” said Chris Anderson, TED curator and
founder of the Sapling Foundation, in a statement. “We
believe they will inspire the TED Community — and per-
haps many others — to play a role in nudging our world
toward a better future.”

Stories and photos from wire services.

Bono

with a mission
for the shooting adventure “Kuma War,”
anyone curious about the battle in which
John Kerry won his Silver Star for hero-
ism can step into his combat boots and
engage in a firefight from the deck of
swift boat on the Mekong Delta in 1969.

Those who like a dose of gross-out
humor with their intricate public-policy de-
bate can try out “Bushgame.com,” in which
1980s TV characters wage war against mon-
sters in the Bush administration.

The reward at the end of each goofy level: a text critique
that lambastes the president’s positions on Iraq, the econo-
my taxes and Social Security as bad for America’s future.

Some game developers take a nonpartisan approach. In
“The Political Machine,” you can play as either candidate,
and the issues they face — gun control, terrorism, educa-
tion — aren’t spun for or against either contender.

Players compete by building campaign headquarters,
collecting contributions, broadcasting ads, and supporting
issues that are traditional to their respective parties, said
Larry Kuperman, marketing executive for game creator
Stardock Entertainment.

“A Republican that came out and said, ‘I don’t think any-
one should ever be able to own a gun’ ... that’s saying, ‘I
wam to lose the election as quickly as possible,” ” Kuper-

Others like 25-year-old “Bushgame” creator Jason Oda,
are out to make a point.

“I just hoped that people can go beyond the obvious little
soundbites you hear all the time and have better ammuni-
tion and better understanding of the reasons why Bush
should be out of the White House,” he said.

In the game, which can be played on the Internet, play-
ers start out as Mr. T, Hulk Hogan or He-Man fighting

“corporate pigs” and mutant versions of Homeland Securi-
ty Secretary Tom Ridge, Attorney General John Ashcroft
or Vice President Dick Cheney.

Digital versions of Howard Dean (with “super scream”
action), Christopher Reeve (whose character wants
stem-cell research) and Howard Stern join the
fight as you progress. In one level, the player
‘must wait for an explanation of the nation’s

soaring budget deficit under Bush to play
out as a bridge to a new fighting arena.
0Oda acknowledges it’s got its share of
bad taste, too: Players try to stop the
presldenls father and mother, George
and Barbara, from mating and produc-
ing other Bushes which shoot out from
between her legs and go on the anack

He said he was aiming at young “South
Park” fans who may not care about politics,
and sees this kind of humor as a way to educate

them and get them to vote.

Gross-out tactics aren’t limited to Democrats.

David Sicherman, 31, proprietor of KerrySucks.com,
showcases games like “The Kerry Torture Chamber,”
‘which allows players to kick the Massachusetts senator in
the groin or poke his eye bloody.

He described it as good-natured catharsis for the politi-
cally frustrated.

“The average [Internet] surfer is not interested in poli-
tics,” he said. “No one is going decide who they’re going to
vote for based on the video game, but if they play an
anti- Kerry game, and they’re anti-Kerry, it makes them
laugh.”
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Company turning soyhean oil into car parts

BY DAVE KOLPACK
The Associated Press

FARGO, N.D. — A local com-
pany that makes interior vehicle
parts out of natural fibers is tak-
ing one of North Dakota’s most
abundant crops out from the
ground and putting it behind the
wheel.

Composite America is testing

Council is backing the project,
which is expected to be complet-
ed by June. A member-owned
soybean processing plant also is
helpmg with development, Gree-
lis said.

Composite America will test
the panels for strength, durabili-
ty and ability to drown out
sound.

“Then we have to sell it,” Gree-

is said.
that turns oil  Composite America Soybean pro-
fromcrushed 3 duction  in
so}{l;ean;into is testing a process — North Dakota
soli form, . h: ket-
Whichintarm  that turns oil from 23S skvrocket
could  be . . ears as the
shaped  info crushed soybeans Zmp e ame
panels  for into solid form, more profit-
cars,  con- e able for farm-
struction which in turn could  ers. Producers
equipment, . harvested a
farm machin- be shaped into record crop of
ery, snowmo- ole s nearly 88 mil-
biles — and panels for cars, o shels
even air- construction last year, com-
planes. X pared  with
“We fefl equipment, farm fewer than 10
very strongly i} i million bush-
that it machinery, els a decade
wol our 9 lier.
tme and of.  SMowmobiles — and AT ik
fort and fi- even airplanes. were on the
nancing toin- verge of see-
vestigate ing all soy oil-based production

how we can be on the forefront
of this material,” said Scott Gree-
lis, company president. “But the
whole trick to this is that you
have to have a marketplace.”
The North Dakota Soybean

exploding into the market,” said
Matt Mechtel, soybean council
chairman. “I applaud any compa-
ny that’s willing to experiment
like this, because they’re taking
on a certain amount of risk and
expense.”

THURSDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

Low Name
8712
274346 Dow Jones Transportation
2325 Do ores Ui
NYSE Composite
Amex Index
Nasdag Composite

S&P 500

8P MidCap

388 Russell 2000

60642 503
1137114 983089 DI Wilshire 5000

chn % chn % chn
21 26
4133 4141 9213
09 +1265 +19.02
1 +1192
4280
248 4361
+1.03
41109
+1296
4820

075363 949772 Dow Jones Industrials 98676 2L 563
. 169 %5

MosT ACTIVE (51 or wore) | MOST ACTIVE (81 on wose) | MOST ACTIVE ($1 ox wore)
Name Vol (00) Last Chg |Name Vol (00) Chg | Name Vol (00) Last
Lo S 35+l DA % 18 | Mael BOE B 01
Molowla 27668 169 10| SPOR @ 126 47 [bones T 47 D
Comng 2T 1073 +29|Semim 0 8 B Wl 7ol 2@ 424
AminiGp 21978 5645 15 |DADm 119065 38S4 +05 |SuMio 3 433 421
Pl 215 2844 +14|Fwd SIS orss o |DSUnen M 356 424
Maxtor 187769 3.1 H‘J iShRs2000 51966 HO% +144 | Oracle T 124 402
Marshi 180913 2485 -07 | BemaGol 39110 -05 | Cisco 98447 1863 +.18
Texinst 168660 23.05 ‘l! \Smavan 996 +08 An\dMiﬂ 370610 1638 +26
Cenflc 16371 237 2540 15 wsst 959 +52)
T ] A | I
KEY DEFENSE STOCKS KEy MuTuAL Funps
YD YD
Name Last Chg %Chg | Name NAV  Chg. Ret.
Alliant Technosystem 5676 -0 Fidelit \rmslnm\n: 3551 +9
Armor Haldngs 5604 B s | Ry e 5o i
% 16 et ey o i B |
Computer Sences Bn s Fidlty Spartam: B sl 47
Engnccred SipSys ik ] am finds & Grikp 1182 +02  +4
el 14 11012 <172 Fidly Inves: A oy JLo R
neral Electric & 2 13 lank/YEmDkaASMcn(‘.rA N5+ 4D
Hallurton % LR B Al Inesments ne oen
Hars Cop. I ) fii: 1
Allied Signal J5 20 30 -80 Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 379 421 411
Licommunications 0 0 251 -5 N 17 S R
Lockheed Martin 100 21 5348 463 Fidelity Advisor T: EqinT 2628 +0T 420
orts @ N M +2 55 | Sudfnssoons A% s06
Raytheon 80 78 3577 +10 Putnam Funds A: GlbEgty 7.60 0 419
Rotkl ot W 3 OAR 42 +1 | AMmesmesACthp 134 06 4
Sequa Cop. 0k odn A invstments & Wenghp 1181+l 22
Texas Instruments. A0 205 418 Merrill Lynch I: BalCapl 6. +I1 4L
Todonnc. 0 % &0 b cudder nds S il Fos 972 +26 434
Unted echolgies 140 17 S104 114 Fidelity AdvisorT:Owsea 1588 +10 46
et & bevGith p s sn 31
SudderfundsSeincomes 1307 #0147
Verlllych L Uschi. 1034 . 430
udderFons e ed
Pumam funds KGO pe 1265 . 440

2-510L

Jeremy Rham, left, and Tommy Lyles take an interior panel out of a press at the Composite America plant in

Fargo, N.D.,

Many automobile manufactur-
ers already are using soybean oil
rather than petroleum oil to
make interior car parts. Innova-
tions in the car industry often
trickle down to other types of ve-
hicles, Greelis said.

EXCHANGE RATES

Hong Kong (Dollar
Hungary (Forint)

o
ailable to customers at military bank-
ing facilties n the country of Issuance
for Japan, Sou Germany, the
Netheriands and the Onited Kingdom:

currencies to one dollar, except for the
British p which is represented in
dollars-fo-pound. and the euro, which 13
dollars-to-euro.)

30-year bond
Soorener The Rssociated Brass, Bank of
America

This project will help him de-
termine if his customers like the
idea.

“We may take the plunge with-
out having customer support,”
Greelis said. “It’s a little early to
say which way we’re going to go.”

last week. The plant is looking into making vehicle and airplane parts out of soybean oil.

Ballooning petroleum prices
also could increase the demand
of alternatives such as soybean
oil, said Mechtel, who calls it a
“wake-up call for the industry
and consumers.”

‘Ce,nts and Sensibility

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Handled incor-
rectly, telling your boss that
you’re pregnant can move your
career from the fast track to the
mommy track.

So says Lois P. Frankel, au-
thor of “Nice Girls Don’t Get the
Corner Office.” In the United
States, “women get penalized
for  being  child-bearers,”
Frankel says. Whether you plan
to return to work after a brief
maternity leave or take extend-
ed time off to care for your child,
the key is to tell your boss and
co-workers about your joyous
news without giving them cause
to treat you differently.

Don’t be afraid to tell your em-
ployer. “Youre sharing joyful
personal news. Life events are
going to happen,” says Marisa
Thalberg, chief executive offic-
er of Executive Moms Inc.,
based in New York. The organi-
zation provides working moms
with peer support, networking
contacts and advice on careers,
child care and other topics.

Hndling pregnancy at work

Money tip of the day

You might wait to tell your em-
ployer until after the first trimes-
ter, Frankel recommends
when you're less ]ikely to have a
miscarriage and you've begun
sharing the news with friends
and family.

Talking to your boss several
months into your pregnancy can
also help you prove that you are
still capable of handling your
workload and difficult assign-
ments.

However, don’t be deceptive
about your pregnancy. “You
want your employer-employee
relationship to be based on a
foundation of trust,” says Thal-
berg. Make your boss aware
early if your doctor has imposed
restrictions on your activity,
says Frankel. She advised one
woman to spill the beans after
her bouts of morning sickness
spurred  speculation among
co-workers.

After you tell your boss, “man-
age the spin,” recommends
Frankel.

“Frame how you want people
to think about your pregnancy.”
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers in the morning and
gusty winds. Highs in he lower 60s,

unday lows in the mid 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rain and strong winds. Highs in the
upper 50s to mid 60s, Sunday lows
in the mid 40s to mid 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with fog in the morning, Highs in the
mid to upper 60s, Sunday lows in the
lower 50s.

France: Party cloudy. Highs in the
upper 60s to lower 70s, Sunday lows
in the mid 50s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with gusty winds. Highs in the lower
1o upper 60s, Sunday lows in the
lower 40s to lower 50s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower to upper 60s,
Sunday lows in the lower to upper
40s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 60s, Sunday lows in mid 40s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy with fog
in the morning.  Highs in the lower
60s to mid 70s, Sunday lows in the
upper 40s to upper 60s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy becom-
ing mostly cloudy with isolated rain-
showers in the afternoon. Highs in
the mid 70s to the lower 90s, Sunday
lows in the mid to upper 50s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with fog in the
morning becoming partly cloudy in
the afternoon. Highs in the mid to
upper 60s, Sunday lows in the lower
505,

Norway: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the lower 50, Sunday
lows in the lower 30s to the lower
40s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
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Horoscope

The Pisces moon brings a spiritual
angle to the Scorpio solar influence.
It's clear that life is operating on many
levels and this physical plane is only
a small part of the overall
picture. Follow the inkling
you're getting about a person
or situation. You're not
paranoid or oversensitive.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(October 23). You actively
expand your mind this year,
which in tumn expands your
finances, your love life and
your network. So indulge in
your passionate escape this
month and next. Pursuing
your hobby brings an influx
of new blood to your social
circle. In December, a job opportunity
makes you a leader. Love signs are
Gemini and Cancer.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're eager to believe — an easy
mark, one might say — in anyone
who says he or she can make you
richer, more attractive or better liked.
But the fact s that you already have
all you need to do those things. Get
focused.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It
will be difficult to get away from
people. But your love for the human
race will be slowly diminished with
every unpleasant encounter. That's
why it's important to grab some
peace and privacy on whatever level
you can

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Feedback is crucial to your process,
but it's what you do with the feedback
that determines your success poten-
tial. Lessen the impact of comments
that really don't matter in the long run
and maximize gems of encourage-
ment.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Take on that daunting project. Once
the first few steps are behind you,
you'l start to gain momentum. And
you don't have to do anything alone,
either. Certain friends would love chip
in.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You'e
finding ways to distinguish yourself.
Though you may think you're not

qualified for a job, you've got to apply.
The same goes for loans, lotteries
and grants. The simple act of extend-
ing yourself creates luck

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
What you believe to be right is right
— for you. But it's not necessarily

tight for your partner, your

Keep controversial opin-
ions to yourself, and steer
clear of the words “you
should.”

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You're not
interested in being mildly
amused or partially enter-
tained. You want to be
positively stimulated by
life! That's why you've got
to hang around the best
and the brightest. You
could even develop a mild
infatuation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Its the weekend, yet your mind is
compelled into thought cycles that
inevitably wind up right back at work!
You're not a doctor on call 24 hours a
day, you know.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Its easy to overestimate the
significance of your role in a person'’s
life, but this kind of temporary ego
boost will ulimately cause you won
and strife. Take care of yourself, and
trust others to take care of them-
selves.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're in the mood to shop, and
it's a good thing since it's up to you to
navigate through the shark-invested
waters of consumerism. If you leave
the important choices to
less-than-savvy loved ones, you'll
wind up in debt.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Being clear in your own head about
what's pleasurable and what's a drag
will help you make the most of your
leisure time. After all, how oftenis it
that you get time to do whatever you

luyce lillson children or your neighbor.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your plate is full, yes. But that doesn't
mean you have to eat everything on
itl Its never too late to renegotiate.
However, don't wait until the last
minute, and don't bail on people who
are really counting on you.

Creators Syndicate

To our readers

Calvin and Hobbes

Jump Start

Cathy

Hi and Lois

For the past decade, this column has been written by Joyce Jillson
and Holiday Mathis. Ms. Jillson passed away on Oct. 1. Because Ms.
Jillson and Ms. Mathis wrote in advance, columns they prepared will
run through Nov. 6. Beginning Nov. 7, the horoscopes will be re-
named "Horoscopes by Holiday” and will be authored by Ms. Mathis.
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Abused woman needs counseling

Dear Abby: My husband and T
have been together for eight
years, married for seven. During
the last five years, he has picked
fights with me. He tells me I'm
worthless, that he doesn’t care if
we have sex or not because he can
get it someplace else, and that I'm
stupid.

Thave been depressed
for nearly six years. I
‘want to get on anti-depres-
sants, but my husband
doesn’t believe in them
and doesn’t want me on
them. I cry myself to
sleep at night and have
even started having night-
mares. I went through this
when I was young, after
‘my mom moved out. I
know what depression is,
but I can’t convince m
husband that I need the medicine.

During our last fight, he told me
the only reason he ever said he
was sorry and I'm still around is
because he wants me here so he
can have the kids around all the
time, and because it’s convenient.
He apologized later, but P'm left
wondering if he said it only to

Dear

keep me around waiting on him
hand and foot.

Please help me. My husband
doesn’t believe in counseling.

— Beaten Down in Oklahoma
Dear Beaten Down: Since when
do you need anyone’s permission
to talk to a doctor? Please do so

right away to discuss
Abhy your long history of

depression. While you
are there, mention the
fact that your husband
is verbally abusive and
ask for a referral to a
licensed marriage
counselor. Should your
verbally abusive
spouse refuse to go
with you, go without
him. Your mental heath
‘must come first. Once
you start feeling better
about yourself, you'll be better
able to deal with your husband.

Dear Abby: My sister, “June,”
came to live with my husband and
me two years ago because living
arrangements with her son didn't
work out. Since then, my husband
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of 50 years has passed on. My
house is too big for me to take
care of because I have medical
problems of my own.

June doesn’t help with any of
the household chores or bills. T
have wanted to sell my house ever
since my children moved out
years ago, but my husband want-
ed to keep it in case any of them
needed to come back.

Four of my children have invit-
ed me into their homes, but what
should I do with June?

— Torn Senior in New York

Dear Torn: You were wonder-
ful to have provided a refuge for
Your sister when she needed it.
However, she’s an able-bodied
adult and should not be your
responsibility.

It's time for your sister to make
other living arrangements. Talk
to her and set a date for her to
move. If she can’t afford to live
alone, she should find a room-
mate
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Getting over infidelity never easy

Dear Annie: after 15
years of marriage, I dis-
covered my wife was
having an affair with a
co-worker who came into
town every month. She
had been seeing him for
three years. After he left
the company, she commu-
nicated through a cell
phone he provided, which
is how I found out.

Talmost left her then,
but we have two beautiful
young children, and I
couldn’t bear to be without them.
‘The affair is over, and although
we never discuss it, occasionally I
have a setback that will keep me
up at night.

T told my wife in the beginning
that it might take a while for me
to let this go, but she doesn’t seem
to understand the severity of
what's happened. Recently, she
argued what a tough time she’s
having because I don’t completely
trust her, and that I should get
over it because it's been a year. Is
she right?

— Not Over It Yet
Dear Not Over It: Hardly. Your
wife betrayed your marriage, lied

Annie’s Mailbox

to you and undermined
the foundation of your
relationship. It takes a
great deal of time,
effort, forgiveness and
hard work to “get over
it.”

You must make a
sincere effort to put
this behind you, and
she must understand
the depth of your pain.
If you haven’t had
marriage counseling,
please look into it now.
Talk to your clergyperson, or ask
your doctor to refer you.

Dear Annie: 1 am writing in
response to “Concerned Friend
and Taxpayer,” whose friend’s
19-year-old daughter, “Beverly,”
is pregnant from a one-night
stand. She wants to put “father
unknown” on her child’s birth
certificate and not ask for child
support. I wish I had been as
smart as Beverly.

I did put down the father’s
name, and now I have to deal
with a man who is a drug addict
and alcoholic who can’t hold a

job. He pays child support when
'he wants to, which is just enough
to keep him out of jail. He did
sign off on visitation rights, but
will not sign off on parental
rights, which means my current
husband cannot adopt my son.

If I had been as smart as Bever-
Iy, I would not have to worry
about all this, and my son would
have this wonderful man as his
true daddy.

I think sometimes it is best for
the baby not to have to deal with a
bad father. If Beverly is on public
assistance, the government will
pay for a baby sitter so she can
continue her education.

— Older and Wiser in Ohio

Dear Ohio: Even a rotten fa-
ther can love his child and
should be given the opportunity
(as long as he is not abusive). But
your husband IS your child’s
“true daddy,” because he is the
one who is raising the boy.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, ¢/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate

GRAFEIT

Dennis the Menace

3 1_9‘ r THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
? g\\i ! Di 4 g by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

NOFEL

Youre late
Sit down

©2004 Tribune Media Services, InG
All Rights Resersed.

TIPAL
OHONN
RUBBGY

(O

wwwpumble com

PRACET

L

«
Answer: A

WHAT HE BROUGHT
THE MEAN OLD
TEACHER.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

100000
AAMAANMNA
(Answers Menday)
CONCUR  HAZING

GUEST
swer:  The violinist visited the doctor because he
was — "HIGHSTRUNG”

Vesterday's | Jumbles: BATCH
Ans

Family Circus

{0-23%
@0 8 K, 0
G i Pesres sy
s famiyGrus.om

“Conscience is a little voice inside your
head, but sometimes it just whispers.”

e
The TIRST WRITERZ BIOCK

D0 YO THINK THEY HAVE A CARD FOR
A FRIENP WHOSE FROG DIEDZ"
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2 “Well, | warned your father we shouldt have i

- had that glass window installed.” s
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Wisconsin's Booker Stanley, right, is hit by Purdue’s Stanford Kegler as Stanley scores a touchdown last

week. Purdue can help

the Badgers atop the Big Ten standings by beating No. 13 Michigan on Saturday.

Boilermakers can boost
Badgers to top of Big Ten

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

A week after losing to Wiscon-
sin, Purdue can do the Badgers a
favor against Michigan.

The 12th-ranked Boilermakers
will try to stay in the Big Ten title
race when they host the No. 13
‘Wolverines on Saturday.

They can also help clear out

irst place in

the confer-
College ot
Picks consin by beat-

ing Michigan
— something the Badgers won’t
be able to do themselves.

Thanks to the Big Ten’s rotat-
ing schedule, the sixth-ranked
Badgers (7-0, 4-0) and Wolver-
ines (6-1, 4-0), the only Big Ten
teams snll unbeaten in confer-
ence play, don’t meet this season.

“I think you're wasting energy
and time if you concern yourself
with things that you have no con-
trol over. We knew when the sea-
son started, just like everybody
else, there are two teams we don’t
play,” Michigan coach Lloyd Carr
said.

It's been a recurring problem
for the Big Ten since it expanded
to 11 in 1993 with the addition of
Penn State.

In 2002, Ohio State won the na-
tional title, but shared the Big
Ten crown with Iowa when the
Buckeyes and Hawkeyes both fin-
ished with perfect conference
records.

Ohio State, Michigan and Wis-
consin all finished 7-1 in 1998, but
the Badgers and Buckeyes didn’t
meet Michigan split its
games against the two.

Ohio State and Northwestern
shared the Big Ten title in 1996,
finishing 7-1 without playing each
other.

“At some point here when we
get to 12 teams, we'll be able to
make a lot of money by having a
playoff game and that will settle
some of this,” Carr said, speculat-
ing about the future of the Big
Ten.

Speaking of speculation, the
picks:

Saturday

Washington (plus 34) at No. 1
Southern Cal: USC’s remaining
opponents are combined 16-21 ...
USC 48-12

Kansas (plus 27) at No. 2 Okla-
homa: This probably won’t do
much for Sooners’ computer rank-
ings ... OKLAHOMA 39-10.

Kentucky (plus 30%2) at No. 3
Auburn: How about Auburn QB
Jason Campbell for Heisman? ...
AUBURN 47-10

No. 4 Miami (minus 7!/2) at
North Carnlmx State: No. 1 de-
fense in ACC on display — for
Wolfpack ... MIAMI 24-20.

No. § Florida State (minus
1312) at Wake Forest: Seminoles
getting better every week ...

FLORIDA STATE 33-13.

Northwestern (plus 12) at No.
6 Wisconsin: Badgers best not
overlook Wildcats after big win ...
WISCONSIN 20-12

No. 7 California (minus 22) at
Arizona: Is there a more balanced
offense in country than Cal’s? ...

40-14.

No. 8 Texas (minus 2%) at
Texas Tech: Tech has won two of
three in Lubbock against Long-
horns ... TEXAS TECH 32-28.

UNLYV (plus 24) at No. 9 Utah:
BCS not just pipe dream for Utes
... UTAH 42-14.

No. 10 Georgia (minus 8) at Ar-
kansas: First of four straight
away from Athens for Bulldogs ...
GEORGIA 24-20.

Alabama (plus 7) at No. 11 Ten-
nessee: Some Tide fans might
want to beat Vols coach Phillip
Fulmer more than Auburn this
year ... ALABAMA 19-17.

No. 13 Michigan (plus 45) at
No. 12 Purdue: Wolverines have
won three straight against Boiler-
makers ... MICHIGAN 24-20.

No. 14 Virginia (minus 25) at
Duke: Cavaliers should find the
end zone this week ... VIRGINIA
48-10.

Colorado (plus 20) at No. 17
Texas A&M: Aggies’ turnaround
is coming quicker than expected

. TEXAS A&M 30-14.

Troy (plus 23%) at No. 18 LSU:
Tigers against Trojans. Wrong
year and wrong Trojans ... LSU
40-13

Fresno State (plus 10) at No. 19
Boise State: Broncos have won
three straight against Bulldogs ...
BOISE STATE 37-21.

No. 20 Florida (minus 24Y5) at
Mississippi State: Gators lost last
game at Starkville 47-35 in 2000
.. FLORIDA 44-1

UCLA (plus 7%) at No. 21 Arizo-
na State: Sun Devils rebound
against Pac-10’s worst defense ...
ARIZONA STATE 39-24.

No. 22 Oklahoma State (plus
3Y2) at Missouri: Missouri de-
fense is tops in Big 12 ... OKLAHO-
MA STATE 22-20.

Boston College (plus 7) at No.
24 Notre Dame: Last six meet-
ings decided by average of five

points; four won by BC ... NOTRE
DAME 20-17.

No. 25 Iowa (plus 22) at Penn
State: solid  defenses;
Hawkeyes Coffense is coming
around ... IOWA 21-17.

Last week: 11-7 (straight); 9-9
(vs. points).

Season:  104-26
61-60-2 (vs. points).

(straight);
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\ College football schedule/statistics
California 211 1281 256.
Weekend schedule Air Force 352 153 2361
‘saturday, Oct. 30 Alabama 321 1703 243.
Louisville 234 1198 239.
Princeton at Cornell Oklahoma 283 1419 1354
Richmond at Hofstra Utah 269 1400
illanova at Rhode Island Virginia 269 1395 232
Vest Virginia at Rutgers Wake Forest 204 1330 221
re Dartr Northern Il 327 1514 216.

ockel atHo\y Cross
a Salle at

ut cuse
acred Heart at Stony Brook
William & Mary at Towson

.. State at Clemson

uke at Wake Forest

/ebber International at Jacksonville

rennessee at South Carolina

. Carolina . at Delawiare St
Souther

at
Jorfolk St. at How:

aleston, WV, at Rustin peay
. Carolina at

el
entucky at Misgissipp .
it

sami
o) |za|Jacksuane. Fla.
Florida St alM ylan

Idaho at Troy

Alabama 'A&M vs. Alabama st. at Birming-

F\nrlda  Atantic at Florida A
hun atN. carmma AsT

ADna\acmanSL al Chattar

Miami at North Carolina

Alcor St at S Lomsmna

Texas Colleg hern U.

ubumatM\ss\ssl

Vanderbilt at L

Touas Stato at McNeese st

llinois St. at W. Ken

NBWEST

lowaat
Missour af Nebra
purdue at Northweslern

Gt Cont. Michigan
at Dayton

@nsas at lowa St.
Northwestern . at . Dakota st.
issouri
er\nessee 51, atE. lllinois
TCU at Cin
ichigan 51 at Michigan
io
e St 8t Youngstown st
Hlmols at Ball St.
issouri St. at N. lowa
A higan ot Bowling Green
h at Kansas St.
W.lilinos at s. lilinois.

Qdahoma at oklahoma s
I Houaton o at Stephen F.Austin

Rice at Tulsa

Jackson St at Arkepine Bluft

Tulane at Hou

Tod A B

Louisiana-Monrog st North Texas

Grambling St. at Texas Southern

New Mexico at Colorado St.

orce at Wyoming
Avizona st at Calfornia
Texas at Color

W

Sacramento St at . Washington
Weber st. at Idaho

SMU at Fresno St.
ion I-A statistics

Total offense

Plays Yds vdspy
California
Texas Tech 493 3089 514
Louisville 380 2522 504.
tah 436 2989 498.
Boise st. 490 2981 496
urdu 2912 485.
Toledo 511 3345 477.9
lemphis 2866 4777
Bowling Green 2173
Minnesot 491 3230 41,
Virginia 418 2707 457
regon 472 2720 453.
Oklahoma 446 2697 449,
uburn 464 3133 447
Hawaii 346 2233 446.

Rushing offense

car Vds VdsP]
Rice 385

35 1061 29
Minnesota 338 1908 272
©Oklahoma St. ;31 1608 268

West Virginia 93 1562 260.
wy 342 1553 2581

Passing offense

D Yds Yds Pg
Texas Tech 355 226 2566 427.
Hawaii 2 148 1743 348
Purdue 224 149 1991 331
Toledo 230 164 2212 316
Middle Tenn. St. 229 173 1 309.7
Bowling Green 217 149 1834 305.1
regon St. 281 148 1797 299.f
Fla. Atlantic 163 102 1 293.(
oise St. 187 124 1745 290.
Colorado St. 219 135 1744 29(
lemphi 216 120 1699 283.
Rutgers 2 168
U 205 117 1680 280
Connecticut 225 139 1678 279;
Oregon 226 139 1676 279:
Total defense
ys Yds Ye
North Carolina St. 362 1222 20;
Wisconsin 6 1557 222.4
Alabama 579
Georgia 357 1559 259.8
Auburn 425 1839 2627
Florida St. 364 1590 265.
Virginia Tech 445 1858 265.
Missouri 363 1596 266
Lsu 377 1613 268!
California 323 1368 273
Miami (Fla.) 336 1370 274
Boston College 390 1653 275!
Michigan 443 19482 277
South Carolina 442 1946 278
Virginia 351 1713 285!
Rushing defense
Car Yds Yd:
Florida St. 181 348
Nebraska 179 401
Boise St. 167 423 70
M\cmgan 223 523 3
Tows 1 453 75!
Oklahoma 179 463
jue 464 .
Wiadhzsin 213 sed
Memphis 213 516
California 172 430
Southern California 190 527
Louisville 146 452
27 593
Fla. Atlantic 162 4% ¥
Boston College 203 597 X
Passing defense
Att Cp Yds TDs Pt
plabama 149 59 721 5 8192
05t, 158 71 814 4
Wlsconsm 213103 993 3
Miami (Fla) i 753 3
South Carolina 225 118 1176 3
North Carolinast. 134 64 585 4
Texas Tech 15 100 10
Virginia Tech 190 101 1062 4
Texas 167 85 925 4 96
Southern Mis: 143 862 6 98.
West Virginia 200 101 1116 7 9892
Missourt 156 87 913 5 10012
Boston College 187 103 1056 3 100.32
San Diego St. 238 125 1332 8 102.22
regon St. 204 87 1121 14 10263
Div. I-A individual

Rushing
Car Yds Avg YdsPg
Benson, Texas 9 988 66 164.1

Jones, Army 1
Maroney, Minnesota 1

Shroles,Kansasst. 1
Seymour, Cent. Mich. 1
Harris WVirginia

7, Northwestern 1
Walterio. o 1

Passing
Att Ds.

Gradkowsk, Toledo 210 153 2057 18 181.5
efors, Loui 922 6 1814
Rodgers, Cal 121 1141 11 1811
Campbell, Aubum 136 1363 13 1804
Smith, Utah 151 1460 12 169.7
Jacobs, BDW\ Green 213 1 1811 18 166.9
Hackney 1328 16 165.7
Orton, Purdue 217 1 1877 19 165.1
agars, Virginia 1209 5 1
Leinart, Southern Cal172 1. 141 7.
White, oma 101 1228 13 156..
Leak, Florida 1571 15 15(
Marks, Middle Tenn. 214 162 8

162 1742 8 18
Zabransky, Boise St. 17714 1976 10 148
McNeal, Texas AGM 149 87 1325 7 148!

Receiving

Gms Ct Yds CtPg
lidgeway, Ball State 7 63 81 0.
43 475 86

6 50 665

7 57 495

6 46 699

75 181

mlmore, Nanhwestem 6 45 533

Webb, San Die 6 44 563

Flowers, Neva a 654
Anderson, Colorado St. 6 42 697 7.
Deslaurie, E. Michigan 7 49 755 7.
owery, Kent State 64 3 I
chks,Tnx s Tech 6 42 823 7.
Moses, Rutgers 6 42 462 1.
Glover, Texas Tech 6 41 401 6.
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Marshall leads W. Virginia to top of Big East

QB breaks McNabb’s rushing mark

BY JOHN RABY
The Associated Press

MORGANTOWN, W.Va, — Syr-
acuse found out the hard way
how difficult it is to harness West
Virginia’s Rasheed Marshall.

When Marshall wasn’t impro-
vising for first downs with his
legs, he was finding his receivers
in the end zone. And now No. 15
West Virginia has sole possession
of first place in the Big East.

“He’s a running back who can
throw the ball. He’s elusive, a
good arm, and he’s able to find his
guys open despite some scram-
bling,” Syracuse safety Diamond
Ferri said.

Marshall threw for three scores
and ran for 87 yards to break
Donovan McNabb’s conference
career rushing record for quarter-
backs in the Mountaineers’ 27-6
win Thursday night.

Marshall now has 1,605 career
rushing yards, breaking McNab-
b’s mark of 1,561. In 2002, Mar-
shall set the season mark of 666
formerly held by Michael Vick at
Virginia Tech.

‘When asked if he should be con-
sidered as good a college quarter-

back as the pair, Marshall said,
“Yeah. Heck yeah. If you ask me,
1 definitely do.

“Being mentioned in the same
sentence as Vick or McNabb,
those guys you see on Sundays
making plays. Just to be in the
same category and surpassing
them is great.”

It turns out Marshall was pro-
phetic. He told a teammate at the
start of the season he thought he
would break the record against
McNabb’s former team.

“It makes it that much better
There is an extra sweetness to it,
Marshall said.

Marshall set the record on a
24-yard TD run that was called
back when receiver Chris Henry
was flagged for holding. Marshail
was credited with nine yards on
the spot foul.

Henry made up for the gaffe on
the next play, hauling in a
25-yard scoring pass for a 17-0
halftime lead.

Earlier, Henry scored from 27
yards out. It marked the second
straight year he had two TD catch-
es against Syracuse.

West Virginia (6-1, 2-0)
amassed 279 yards on the ground

West Virginia quarterback Rasheed Marshall (2) is tackled by Syracuse
defenders Anthony Smith (20), Diamond Ferri (22), Ryan Lacasse (94)
and Kelvin Smith (8) on Thursday. Marshall set a Big East career rush-

ing mark for

and threw three

against the league’s worst de-
fense, led by Jason Colson’s 113
ards

The Mountaineers held Syra-
cuse to 66 yards rushing and
stopped four Orange drives in-
side the 20-yard-line without

passes.

points, including twice in the
fourth quarter.

But West Virginia, which en-
tered the game with touchdowns
on 18 of 20 red-zone possessions,
had its own troubles deep in Syra-
cuse territory.

Three drives ended inside the
Syracuse 10, resulting in two
Brad Cooper field goals. Another
Cooper attempt was partially
blocked.

“When we put it all together, I
will be happy,” Marshall said.
“We still have mental mistakes —
blocking the wrong guy, throwing
it to the wrong person, that type
of thing.”

Walter Reyes, Syracuse’s lead-
ing rusher, was ill and missed his
first game since the start of his
freshman season, a streak of 42
contests. Reyes wore a jacket and
a towel over his head on the side-
lines.

“He was in bed all day with an
antibiotic. There was no way he
could play because he was sick as
a dog,” Syracuse coach Paul Pas-
qualoni said.

Reyes' replacement, Damien
Rhodes, was limited to 67 yards
on 20 carries, including a 2-yard
TD run midway through the third
quarter.

Syracuse (3-4, 1-1), which re-
turns home to play Connecticut
and Pittsburgh in the next two
weeks, must win three of its final
four games to become bowl eligi-
ble. Each loss by the Orange has
been to a ranked team.

“Every single week is a chal-
lenge playing the schedule we
have,” Pasqualoni said.

Tiny track poses big
challenge for drivers

BY HANK KURZ JR.
The Associated Press

MARTINSVILLE, Va. — Mid-
way through their 10-race play-
off, the Nextel Cup contenders
are at the shortest and slowest
oval on the NASCAR circuit — a
place four-time series champion
Jeff Gordon insists can be as dam-
aging to title hopes as the fastest
tracks.

The nearly flat half-mile Mar-
tinsville Speedway reminds no
one of high-banked and ultra-fast
Talladega, but presents its own
set of problems.

“At Talladega, everybody talks
about avoiding the big one,” said
Gordon, third in the competition
among the top 10 racers. “There,
it’s one big wreck that collects 17
cars. At Martinsville, it’s 17 little
wrecks that collect several cars.”

Gordon has firsthand knowl-
edge of the problems a driver
might encounter at Martinsville,
where he’s won three consecutive
poles and has five career victo-
ries.

It could also have been three
straight victories, but Gordon was
unlucky in Martinsville’s spring
race. Running second to Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Gordon’s Chevro-
let was damaged by a chunk of
concrete that broke loose from
the track, and he finished sixth.

Even worse for Gordon, now 74
points behind series leader Kurt
Busch and 50 back of Earnhardt,

was management’s decision to re-
surface since the last race.

“The new racing surface is
smooth with a lot of grip,” he said.
“But I wish they had waited to
make the changes. I thought we
had a big edge on the competi-
ion.”

Many drivers welcomed the re-
surfacing, even though some
have wondered whether a faster
surface will make for a
one-groove track with passing vir-
tually nonexistent.

“I'm somewhat fearful of that,”
said Tony Stewart, sixth in the
standings. “But no one will truly
know until we all get there and
start running on it.”

Two years ago, Busch sur-
prised even himself by winning
on the .526-mile oval. In that race,
a quick pit stop with 91 laps to go
gave him the lead, and taught him
that timing — and luck — are
keys to succeeding on the narrow
track with extremely tight turns.

“It's going to have the intensity
like it always does, but yet the
top-10 guys are going to feel that
pressure of when to pit and what
decisions to make,” he said.

Unlike larger tracks, where the
leaders frequently pit almost in
unison, Martinsville’s ~ slower
speed encourages some to stay
out longer to get track position
vital to success as the race winds
down and the best cars lead the
way.

The conditions also put a premi-
um on team performance.

Nexel Cup driver Jeff Gordon has
won three straight poles and five
races at Martinsville Speedway.

“It’s one of those tracks where
you can be pretty good and have a
bad pit stop and it costs you a lot
of track position,” said Earn-
hardt, a top-five finisher in each
of the last five races here without
winning. “It’s hard to get it back,
especially with the new surface.”

Complicating that effort, said
Greg Zipadelli, crew chief for
Stewart, is trying to battle back
against 42 other cars all trying to
win.

“Martinsville is the type of
place where if something can hap-
pen, then it will happen to some-
body, somehow,” Zipadelli said.
“Plus, tempers and things tend to
get stirred up there and it's really
easy to get caught up in someone
else’s mess.

“Hopefully we'll stay fast and
Jjust get through it all to get us a
good finish.”

Hawaii’s Chang on verge of
breaking NCAA pass record

BY JAYMES SONG
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Hawaii’s
Timmy Chang started playing or-
ganized football in middle school
as a cornerback. Now he’s on the
verge of becoming the most prolif-
ic passer in college history.

The fifth-year senior from Ho-
nolulu needs 559 yards passing
against San Jose State on Satur-
day night to break the NCAA
mark of 15031 yards set by
Brigham Young’s Ty Detmer in
1988-91.

Considering that Chang threw
for 534 yards against Louisiana
Tech last year, 559 doesn’t seem
impossible. But the right-hander
is nursing an injury to his
non-throwing shoulder, making
such a performance even more
unlikely.

If he doesn’t break the record
against the Spartans, Chang will
have to wait for next week’s game
at No. 19 Boise State.

Warriors coach June Jones has
said he envisioned Chang would
break the record the first time the
quarterback stepped onto the
field as a highly touted freshman.
Jones said Chang possesses abili-
ties similar to passers he coached
in the NFL.

Chang has a “quick release sim-
ilar to Jeff George and his arm
ability reminds me of a Chris Mill-
er type of guy,” Jones said.

“He has unbelievable vision,”
Jones added. “I think he has the
best understanding next to Wade
Wilson to what we’re doing. He's
got a lot of things that are rare.”

In five games this season,

Chang has thrown for 1,659 yards
and 13 touchdowns, with one in-
terception. But the Warriors (2-3,
2-2 Western Athletic Conference)
have struggled with dropped pass-
es and have had trouble moving
the ball on key series.

Chang leads the WAC with an
average of 332 yards passing per
game, and is third in the nation in
total offense. He has thrown for
14,473 yards and 92 touchdowns
in his career. Chang is No. 7 on
the career TD list — Detmer is
first with 121 TDs.

“It just isn’t really publicized,
but he’s climbing up the career
touchdown ladder, too,” Hawaii
quarterbacks coach Dan Morri-
son said. “He just passed up Pey-
ton Manning.

“The yardage indicates he’s
been very successful for a long
time consistently, but touch-
downs is what wins football
games,” he said.

On the other hand, with 68 inter-
ceptions Chang is close to Purdue
quarterback Mark Herrmann’s
record of 73.

Chang has had his tough mo-
ments as a star in his home state.

Last year, Chang was booed at
home and benched late in the sea-
son for ineffectiveness. Yet he
came off the bench and threw for
475 yards and five touchdowns in
a 54-48 triple-overtime victory
over Houston in the Hawaii Bowl.

Hawaii fans have always de-
manded a lot from Chang.

“There’s a certain spoiled ele-
ment because the expectations
are extremely high for him,” Mor-
rison said. “But it doesn’t bolher
him and it doesn’t bother us.”
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Williams’ attorney: RB retired because of dispute with NFL

2002 rushing champ seeks reinstatement

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

SANTA MONICA, Calif. — Ricky Will-
iams abruptly retired from the Miami Dol-
phins last summer because he disagreed
with the NFL about a drug test. Williams
now wants to play again.

Attorney David Cornwell said Thursday
the league “took a position regarding that
test that we thought was inappropriate.”

“What we challenged was the testing
and the specimen from last December’s
testing,” Cornwell said after a 90-minute
meeting with two NFL officials and a union
representative aimed at resuming the star
running back’s career.

“It was important to have us all in the
same room,” Cornwell said. “In the course
of the last 10 months, there have been vari-
ous discussions between the parties. I'm
going to make a formal proposal for Ricky
to resume his career as soon as possible.

“My preference is that he was able to
play last week.”

Williams did not attend the meeting.
Cornwell said his client is taking classes in
California and refused to elaborate.

“He had a class today — I spoke to him
right after the meeting,” Cornwell said.

An arbitrator ruled last month that Will-
iams, 27, must repay more than $8.6 million
to the Dolphins for breaching his contract.

Cornwell said as far as he’s concerned,
that has nothing to do with Williams’ desire
to return.

“My assessment is he wants to play foot-
ball,” Cornwell said.

The Miami Herald has quoted Williams
as saying he has failed three drug tests — in
May 2002, last December, and last spring.

A second positive test calls for a player

to be fined his salary for four games and a
third results in a four-game suspension
without pay. A first or second failed test is
not made public.

At issue is whether Williams decided to
retire as a result of learning he was facing
a four-game suspension.

“I'm not going to go into the specifics of
our rationale,” Cornwell said. “We had a
point of view; the NFL had a different point
of view.”

That being the case, Cornwell said he
didn’t believe Williams should face a sus-
pension upon returning.

icky made the decision to retire. Clear-
ly, Ricky overreacted as things unfolded,”
Cornwell said. “But for that misunder-
standing, he would not have retired. This
was a human who had a particularly emo-
tional reaction to a set of circumstances.

“P've seen hundreds of reports concern-
ing what this was about. None of them are
right. As far as I know, he never wanted to
stop playing football. The issue was not
whether he wanted to play football. The
issue was the implications of his continu-
ing to play football.”

After announcing his retirement, Will-
iams told the Herald his desire to continue
smoking marijuana played a role in his de-
cision to stop playing after five NFL sea-
sons — three with New Orleans and two
with the Dolphins.

Williams rushed for 3,225 yards in two
seasons with the Dolphins, currently the
NFL’s only winless team.

Cornwell said he wasn’t qualified to say
if Williams was in playing shape, but
added: “T think he looks great. I think his
mood is excellent. I view him as being in
great spirits, very engaged in this process,
anxious to get back at it.”

Marino, Young, Irvin top list
of Hall of Fame nominees

Saying he’s not a ‘tough guy

The Associated Press

CANTON, Ohio — Quarter-
backs Dan Marino and Steve
‘Young and wide receiver Michael
Irvin are among nine first-time
nominees for the Pro Football
Hall of Fame.

Commissioner Paul Tagllabue
also is among the 89 nominees on
the preliminary ballot.

Marino, who holds the career
records for yards passing, comple-
tions and  touchdown passes,
spent his entire 16-season career
with the Miami Dolphins. Young,
who began his career in the
USFL, played first in the NFL for
Tampa Bay, then starred with
San Francisco, setting a record
for touchdown passes in a Super
Bowl with six in the 1995 game.

Jags’ Leftwich shrugs off pain

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Jack-
sonville quarterback  Byron
Leftwich doesn’t understand why
his teammates and coaches rave

about his tough-

NFL

NFL injury update
Imunes to Dmmmem NFL players, fol-
d by tear 0gnosis.:
8 Travie Henry dfoot) question-

LB Mark Simoneau  (foot)

able.
Eagles:
doubtful.
Jaguars: QB Byron Leftwich (shoulder,

ankle) probable.
rs: LB Mark Fields (back) proba-

Irvin starred for the Dallas
teams that won three Super Bowls
in four seasons in the 1990s.

Other first-time nominees in-
clude Dan Reeves, who coached
Denver to three Super Bowls and
Atlanta to another; guard Nate
Newton, who played with Irvin on
the Dallas Super Bowl teams; de-
fensive lineman Charles Haley,
who was on Super Bowl winners
with both San Francisco and Dal-
las; and the late Derrick Thomas,
who starred at linebacker for Kan-
sas City.
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was the memo-
rable shin inju-
ry he played
through at Mar-
shall in 2002 — when his linemen
had to carry him downfield after
big gains against Akron. Then
there was the bruised shoulder
and sprained ankle he played
through last weekend against
Kansas City.

But tough? He believes that’s a
word better used to describe Ten-
nessee’s Steve McNair or Green
Bay’s Brett Favre.

“I'm not a tough guy,” Leftwich
said Thursday. “I don’t want to be
asuperhero. I just try to deal with
pain the best I can and if I'm capa-
ble of helping my team, I will al-
ways do that. We'll worry about
pain and whalever 1 did to myself
after the gam

That swas his plan in college
and it will be again Sunday at Indi-
anapolis, a game that could play a
role in deciding the AFC South.

Leftwich returned to practice
Thursday and took the majority
of the repetitions, a good indic:
tion he will start against the divi-
sion-leading Colts. The Jaguars
never questioned whether he
‘would go.

Coach Jack Del Rio knew all
about Leftwich’s reputation when
the Jaguars drafted him with the
seventh overall pick last year. But
the coach said he learned even
‘more about the second-year start-
er on Sunday.

“I think you gain respect when
you see somebody who’s a real
warrior, giving it up, playing
through pain, playing through
tough circumstances,” Del Rio
said. “I think anybody who saw
his effort has to feel like this guy
is pretty tough. I think we’ll see
more of it. I just think that’s the
way he’s wired.”

Leftwich bruised his left shoul-
der on the second series against

briefs

With injuries to an ankle and
shoulder, Jaguars quarterback
Byron Leftwich completed seven
of eight passes in a last-minute
game-winning drive last week.

Kansas City and was helped off
the field. He didn’t miss a snap.

Then he sprained his right
ankle late in the game and was
hobbling between plays.

Once again, he stayed in the
game. He led the Jags on a
70-yard touchdown drive in the
closing minutes and capped it
with a 14-yard scoring pass to
Cortez Hankton with 45 seconds
to play, lifting Jacksonville to a
22-16 victory.

He was seven of eight for 67
yards on the final drive and fin-
ished the game 24 of 36 for 298
yards with three touchdowns, two
passing and one rushing.

Leftwich limped off the field,
left the stadium on crutches and
was wearing a walking boot Mon-
day. He did not practice Wednes-
day, but said he expects to be
close to full strength on Sunday.

Bears to give Couch a tryout

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Their
quarterback situation a mess, the
Chicago Bears will bring in Tim
Couch for a physical and a tryout
Friday.

Chicago starter Rex Grossman
is out for the season with a knee
injury and backup Jonathan
Quinn has struggled in two starts.

Rookie Craig Krenzel and Chad
Hutchinson, who started nine
games for the Dallas Cowboys as
a rookie in 2002, are also in the

mix.
Couch, first pick in the 1999
draft by the Cleveland Browns,

vik R Randy Moss (hamstring)
questionable.

was released in June and signed
with the Green Bay Packers.

Bothered by a sore arm and a
difficulty grasping the offense, he
completed just 11 of 34 passes for
96 yards in three exhibition
games for Green Bay and was cut
Sept. 5.

“He was injured early. He’s
well now, so we want to give him
a physical and see exactly where
he is. Let him work out and see ex-
actly where he is there and kind
of go from there,” Bears coach
Lovie Smith said Thursday.

“Hopefully he will have a great
workout and we’ll try to do some-
thing with him. But right now it’s
nothing more than a physical and
a workout.”

Couch started 59 games for the
Browns, passing for 64 touch-
downs and 11,131 yards, but his
$7.6 million contract for 2004
made him expendable when the
Browns signed free agent Jeff
Garcia to be their starter.

Appeals court won't rehear
Clarett case

NEW YORK — A federal ap-
peals court has rejected running
back Maurice Clarett’s longshot
bid to get the court to reconsider
his lawsuit challenging the NFL’s
eligibility rule for the draft.

Lawyers on both sides were
told this week that the 2nd U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals had re-
jected a request for a rare rehear-
ing by all 11 judges. The former
Ohio State player must now de-
cide whether to appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

In May, a three-judge appeals
panel said federal labor policy al-
lows NFL teams to set rules for
when players can enter the
league, stopping Clarett from en-
tering the NFL Draft.
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Francona gives hall to Wakefield in Game 1

Knuckleballer gets call as Boston’s
bullpen recovers from lengthy ALCS

BY HOWARD ULMAN
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Tim Wakefield is fi-
nally going to get a chance to start
a playoff game — and it’s a big
one.

When Boston returns to the
‘World Series on Saturday for the
first time since 1986, Wakefield
will be on the mound at Fenway
Park. It will be his first start of
this year’s playoffs, though he
made three relief appearances.

He was also ready to relieve in
the pennant-clincher against New
York on Wednesday night, but he
wasn’t needed in a 10-3 victory
that completed Boston’s unprece-
dented rally from a 3-0 deficit.

“Once we stayed away from
Wake, he was Game 1 starter,”
Boston manager Terry Francona
said Thursday. “I think pitch-
ing-staff wise, we’ll go from being
on fumes to being OK. Because, a
couple days off for these guys will
be huge.”

Curt Schilling will start Game 2
at Fenway Park, meaning he
won’t have to bat and risk dam-
age to his injured ankle. Pedro
Martinez will start Game 3, giv-
ing him two extra days of rest, fol-
lowed by Derek Lowe.

Lowe had been bounced from
the rotation at the start of the play-
offs before resurrecting his status
with six innings of one-hit ball
against New York in the seventh
game of the AL championship se-
ries. Bronson Arroyo, the Game 3
starter in the ALCS, will be in the
bullpen.

Wakefield, who gave up Aaron
Boone’s homer to end the 2003
ALCS, pitched the last three in-
nings of Game 5 against the Yan-
kees this year and got the win in
Boston’s 5-4 victory in 14 innings.

Francona also said that desig-
nated hitter David Ortiz probably
would play first base in St. Louis,
where the DH won’t be used.

“We don’t want that bat out of
the lineup,” Francona said. “It’s a

AP

Boston’s Tim Wakefield gave up
seven runs and nine hits in 7/3
innings in the ALCS, but worked
three scoreless innings in Game 5.

shame ... because that's not our
team. Our team is having David
Ortiz DH and having (Kevin) Mill-
ar play first and have (Doug)
Mientkiewicz come in for defense,
and that's not going to be our
team. We'll do the best we can.”
With two days between the end
of the ALCS and the World Se-

ries, Francona’s overworked
pitchers have time to rest. They
played 12 innings in Game 4, 14
in Game S and then two nine-in-
ning games, without a day off.

Wakefield showed up at Fen-
way on Thursday and threw to
Doug Mirabelli, who will catch
him in the opener. Closer Keith
Foulke also loosened up his arm
after having pitched in the fourth,
fifth and sixth games. He was not
used in Game 7.

Lowe allowed one hit in six in-
nings on just two days’ rest
Wednesday night but left after
throwing 69 pitches in six innings.

Martinez came in and allowed
two runs in the seventh before
Mike Timlin pitched the eighth
and he and Alan Embree worked
the ninth.

Why not stay another inning
with Lowe, who had pitched so
well?

“Derek Lowe had no more in-
nings,” Francona said. “The last
thing he said to me when he went
out [to the mound] in the sixth
was, ‘Don’t leave me out there to

The plan was for Lowe to pitch
to three hitters then be replaced

by lefty Mike Myers if the fourth
hitter, lefty Hideki Matsui, came
up. But Lowe retired the side in
order and Martinez, rested after
starting Monday night, took over
in the seventh.

“There weren’t exactly an abun-
dance of fresh arms down there,”
Francona said of his decision to
use Martinez. “I was excited
about bringing him in that game
and I know he gave up some hits
and some runs but he actually
threw the ball very well.”

Francona said he got a note
from Yankees owner George
Steinbrenner before Game 7, and
a call from New York manager
Joe Torre afterward to congratu-
late him. In between, Francona
delighted in destroying their
championship hopes.

The enormity of beating the
Yankees hadn’t sunk in yet for
Francona.

“We haven't accomplished
what we set out to accomplish
yet,” he said. “I'm glad we’re play-
ing still, which a few days ago
was certainly an uphill battle. But
it’s just not time to have the final
celebration. We're excited to be
doing what we’re doing, but we're
not done.”

Lewis leads Funai
with a career-low 62

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. —
J.L. Lewis matched his lowest
score on the PGA Tour and was
kicking himself for two short bird-
ie putts that got away.

“I should have shot lower
today,” Lewis said after a
10-under 62 Thursday.

Vijay Singh extended his streak
of 21 rounds under par at Disney
— 17 of those in the 60s — and
quickly retreated to the practice
range to pound balls under the
steamy sun.

“It was a fighting round today,”
the Fijian said of his bogey-free
66.

The Funai Classic at Disney al-
ways brings out low scores and
high expectations.

Lewis eventually realized his
round was about as good as it
gets, and it gave him a two-shot
lead. He putted for birdie on
every hole and made 11 on the
Magnolia course, his only setback
coming on a &hree -putt from the
fringe on No. 15, the only green
he missed in regulation.

“I played well and I putted fair-
ly well until I missed a couple
there,” Lewis said with slight res-
ignation in his voice. “But I made
most of them, so I'm pretty happy
with it.”

Two-time Disney champion
John Huston, John Deere Classic
winner Mark Hensby and Scott
Hend shot 64, while two-time
Masters champion Jose Maria
Olazabal was among those at 65.

Hensby had such an easy
round that he couldn’t remember
where he made his birdies.

The scores were so low on the
Magnolia and Palm courses that
86 players shot in the 60s and
only 17 players in the 144-man
field were over par. It helped that
the sun was out, the breeze was
mild and the turf was soft.

Lewis made his round sound
just that simple.

“Nobody can explain golf, so
I'm not going to try,” he said. “I
just try to hit each shot the best I
can and get myself in a situation
where hopefully, T'll have a
chance to do something good on
Sunday. That’s all you can do.”

Lewis birdied his first four
holes to put his name atop the

J.L. Lewis’ score on Thursday
matched his lowest on the PGA
Tour, last accomplished in the
final round of last year’s 84 Lum-
ber Classic, which he won.

leader board. He birdied five of
the first six holes on his back nine
to separate himself from the
other early starters.

It was his lowest first-round
score on the PGA Tour. Lewis
also had a 62 in the final round
last year when he won the 84
Lumber Classic.

Eight others joined Singh in the
group at 66, from former British
Open champion Ben Curtis to
Wachovia winner Joey Sindelar
to the resurgent Tom Lehman,
who had his 15th consecutive
round under par.

LA QUINTA, Calif. — (AP)
LPGA Tour rookie Isabelle
Beisiegel shot her second consec-
utive 80 Thursday in the third
round of the PGA Tour qualify-
ing tournament, effectively end-
ing her chance — at least for now
— of becoming the first woman
to qualify for the men’s tour.

LPGA Tour rookie falters in

Beisiegel's 54-hole total of
28-over 244 put her 81st in the
82-player field. Only the top 23
players and ties from the
first-stage qualifying event on
the Norman Course at PGA West
advance to the second stage of
the three-step process.

Beisiegel will be 23 shots off

PGA Q-school

the qualifying number entering
the final round. Her 8-over 80
was better than four players in
the third round and she matched
the score of seven others.

“I felt like today I had so many
birdies that I left out there,” she
said. “I played really well. But
the putting is just something that
T've been struggling with.”

Nuggets’ Anthony cited
for marijuana possession

The Associated Press

DENVER — Carmelo Anthony
was cited for marijuana posses-
sion while boarding the team
plane last week, though the Den-
ver Nuggets star says the bag of
drugs was left in his backpack by
a friend.

Anthony, 20, was issued a sum-
mons last Friday at Denver Inter-
national Airport while the Nug-
gets were waiting to board a flight
to Milwaukee for an exhibition
game.

“I am innocent of this charge
because I did not use or intention-
ally possess marijuana. I had no
idea that there was marijuana in
my backpack,” Anthony read
from a statement before Thurs-
day’s exhibition game in Los An-
geles against the Clippers. “I sin-
cerely regret any embarrassment
this unfortunate incident has had
on my family, supporters and the
Denver Nuggets organization.
They have always stood by me,
and that means the world to me.”

Anthony’s  attorney, ~Daniel
Recht, said that the marijuana
was left there by an out-of-town
friend who borrowed the back-
pack last week.

“The friend obviously uses mar-
ijuana and left a small amount in
the backpack when he returned it
to Carmelo,” Recht said. “Carme-
1o had no idea there was any mari-
Jjuana in the backpack.”

Anthony was charged with pos-
sessing less than 1 ounce of mari-
juana, a petty offense with a maxi-
mum $100 fine and no jail time.

Recht said Anthony’s friend,
James Cunningham of St. Louis,
has signed an affidavit taking re-
sponsibility for leaving the mari-
juana in the backpack. Cunning-
ham often stays with Anthony
‘when he’s in Denver on business.

Sports briefs

“Our position is that the city at-
torney has always been extreme-
ly fair, and I think that Carmelo
— we want him treated like every-
body else,” Nuggets General Man-
ager Kiki Vandeweghe said. “We
want all the facts to come to light,
which I think that most or all of
them have.”

J. O’Neal to sit out
rest of Pacers preseason

INDIANAPOLIS — Jermaine
O’Neal’s preseason appears to be
finished because of a foot injury.

Indiana Pacers coach Rick Carl-
isle said Thursday that O'Neal
probably would miss the remain-
ing five games to rest a strained
ligament in his left foot.

“Our hope is to get him back by
the beginning of the regular sea-
son,” Carlisle said.

Sharapova defeats V. Williams

ZURICH, Switzerland — Wim-
bledon champion Maria Sharapo-
va needed little more than an
hour to defeat Venus Williams
6-3, 6-4 in the quarterfinals of the
Swisscom Challenge on Friday.

The seventh-seeded Williams,
who won the tournament in 1999,
broke the 17-year-old Russian in
the match’s opening game. The
fourth-seeded Sharapova broke
Williams twice on the way to win-
ning the first set.

In the second set, Sharapova
broke to lead 4-3 and held on to
serve for the match at 5-4.

Sharapova’s victory sets up an
all-Russian semifinal with No. 3
Elena Dementieva.



Saturday, October 23, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

PAGE 29

Yankees preparing for offseason overhaul

Cashman back as
GM, charged with
signing big talent

BY MIKE FITZPATRICK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Brian Cashman’s job is
safe — at least for now.

The rest of the New York Yankees have
plenty to worry about this winter.

Soon after the Yankees completed a his-
toric collapse against Boston in the AL play-
offs, volatile owner George Steinbrenner
told Cashman, the team’s general manag-
er, that he will not be fired before next sea-
son.

Steinbrenner also informed Cashman he
should prepare to be summoned to Tampa,
Fla., for meetings in the next few days: The
star-studded Yankees need to figure out
why they fell apart against the Red Sox
after opening a 3-0 lead in the
best-of-seven ALCS.

“He wants results for his investment,
like any businessman,” Cashman said
Thursday.

Cashman has one year remaining on his
contract. It’s his job to spend Steinbren-
ner’s money wisely and bring champion-
ships to the Big Apple, but the Yankees
have gone four years without winning the
World Series.

He knows what he needs to look for in
the offseason.

“It'll be pitching,” Cashman said. “T
don’t think offense is a problem on this
club.”

Despite a $183 million Opening Day pay-

The Yankees are reportedly interested in
Houston Astros center fielder Carlos Belt-
ran, who can become a free agent after the
World Series ends.

roll, the Yankees were short on starting
pitching all season. When they wanted to
add Randy Johnson during the summer,
they didn’'t have enough major
league-ready prospects to interest Arizona
in a trade.

Injuries to the aging rotation forced man-
ager Joe Torre to overwork his bullpen,
leaving the team vulnerable in the playoffs
— even with a seemingly insurmountable
lead.

The Red Sox rallied against closer Mari-
ano Rivera in Game 4, then setup man
Tom Gordon in Game S. Those two games
totaled 26 innings in two days, taxing New
York’s relievers.

Because of a rainout earlier in the series,

39-year-old Kevin Brown wound up start-
ing Game 7 on a balky back and only three
days’ rest.

He got hammered, as did right-hander
Javier Vazquez, who followed Brown and
walked five batters in two innings in Bos-
ton’s 10-3 blowout.

“Those are the areas we're going to look
at, the bullpen and the rotation,” Cashman
said. “I thought this past winter was more
difficult. We had a great amount of holes to
fill. This winter, we don’t have three guys
coming out of the rotation, but we do have
pitching needs, nonetheless.”

New York became the first team to blow
a 3-0 lead in a best-of-seven series. The
rival Red Sox celebrated right in the mid-
dle of Yankee Stadium, a most humiliating
moment for such a storied franchise.

“DAMNED YANKEES,” proclaimed the
New York Post over a shot of shortstop
Derek Jeter hanging his head.

“THE CHOKE'S ON US,” offered the
Daily News, which featured a doctored pic-
ture inside of Babe Ruth with a tear rolling
down his cheek.

Still, Steinbrenner was classy in defeat
Thursday.

“I congratulate the Boston Red Sox on
their great victory,” he said in a statement.
“I want to thank our loyal fans for their
enormous support. Of course, I am disap-
pointed because I wanted a championship
for them and for our city. You can be as-
sured, we will get to work and produce a
great team next year.”

The offense was not without fault,
though some of the team’s best hitters did
get off to a great start. After a 19-8 victory
at Fenway Park in Game 3, New York
failed to come through in the clutch time
and time again. Gary Sheffield was
1-for-17 in the final four games. Alex Rod-
riguez went 2-for-17.

“When a guy is hitting .640 for the first
few games of a series, he’s probably not
going to hit .640 for the whole series. This
isn’t Little League,” said batting coach Don
Mattingly, who said he would like to return
next season if the organization wants him
back.

“Those are the games I look back on,
that we left some guys out there. We got a
little bit out of our game plan,” he said.

Help is probably on the way. The Yan-
kees are said to be extremely interested in
Carlos Beltran, the multitalented center
fielder who is having a huge postseason
with the Houston Astros.

Beltran can become a free agent after
the World Series, and the Yankees are
probably one of the few teams that can af-
ford him. If he winds up in New York, Bern-
ie Williams could become a full-time desig-
nated hitter.

The Yankees also expect slugger Jason
Giambi to be completely healthy by spring
training.

The free-agent market for starting pitch-
ers includes Pedro Martinez, but it’s hard
to imagine him going from the Red Sox to
the Yankees. There’s too much ugly histo-
ry there. Derek Lowe could also be avail-
able — he was the winner in Game 7 on
Wednesday night.

Other interesting names include Flori-
da’s Carl Pavano, Atlanta’s Russ Ortiz, St.
Louis’ Matt Morris, and Matt Clement of
the Chicago Cubs.

The free-spending Yankees are sure to
add somebody.

“There’s a lot of names, but I've got to
dig now into the scouting reports,” Cash-
‘man said. “I feel I know how to do this job.
I feel I do a good job.”

Bench coach Willie Randolph could be
headed across town. He is scheduled to in-
terview Monday with new Mets General
Manager Omar Minaya for their manag-
er’s job.
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City backs off plan to ban alcohol
around Fenway during World Series

BY MARTIN FINUCANE
The Associated Press

BOSTON — The mayor backed
off his threat of banning alcohol
from around Fenway Park during
the upcoming World Series but
more police will be inside neigh-
borhood bars be to make sure
fans don’t get too drunk or rowdy.

After meeting for an hour Fri-
day with more than 25 bar and
restaurant owners, Mayor Tho-
mas Menino backed down from a
threat to invoke a rarely used
state law to ban liquor “in cases
of riot or great public excite-
ment.”

He had considered the ban
after thousands of raucous fans
took to the streets after the home-
town Red Sox won the American
League championship. One col-
lege student died after being hit
in the eye by police firing pepper
spray into the crowd, and more
than a dozen others were injured.

“Since people won’t accept re-
sponsibility, I, as mayor, will take
it into my own hands,” Menino
said earlier in the day.

Instead, bar owners agreed to a
series of restrictions, including
not allowing patrons to line up out-

side to wait to get in, not allowing
bars to become overcrowded or
patrons to drink too much, and
not allowing television crews to
shoot scenes inside bars. Authori-
ties were worried that television
coverage of bar patrons encourag-
es people to act out as they play to
the cameras.

In addition, police will step up
their presence inside bars near
the ballpark and around the tour-
ist hot spots of Faneuil Hall and
the city’s waterfront to enforce
the agreed upon restriction.

The bar owners, who agreed to
the restriction, are “part of what
we're trying to do to make sure
the world sees Boston in a posi-
tive manner,” Menino said.

Bar and restaurant owners had
expressed outrage when Menino
first floated the idea of banning al-
cohol sales around Fenway Park,
where the Red Sox will go up
against the St. Louis Cardinals in
a best-of-seven World Series that
begins Saturday.

After the meeting with the
mayor, Patrick Lyons, who owns
several nightclubs on Landsd-
owne Street across from the ball-
park, said: “we're intent on hav-
ing a good safe environment with-
in the licensed premises.”

The meeting followed the death
of an Emerson College student
who was hit in the eye by a pep-
per spray-filled ball fired by a po-
lice officer. Victoria Snelgrove,
21, was fatally wounded in the
post-game rowdiness outside Fen-
way Park following the Red Sox’s
series-clinching win over the Yan-
kees.

Snelgrove, of East Bridgewa-
ter, was among 16 people hurt in
and around Kenmore Square
early Thursday morning as thou-
sands of fans spilled out onto the
streets to celebrate Boston’s win
over archrival New York. She
died after pepper spray was shot
into the crowd and hit her in the

eye.

The student’s father, Rick Snel-
grove, said angrily that she did
nothing wrong. Standing outside
the family home, he held up a pho-
tograph of his smiling daughter.

“What happened to her should
not happen to any American citi-
zen going to any type of game, no
matter what,” he said. “She loved
the Red Sox. She went in to cele-
brate with friends. She was a by-
stander. She was out of the way,
but she still got shot. Awful things
happen to good people. My daugh-
ter was an exceptional person.”
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Cards flying high
behind big birds

Pujols’ tying double, Rolen’s homer
rally St. Louis past Astros, Clemens

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Jim Edmonds
made a circus catch. Jeff Suppan
outpitched the Rocket. And Al-
bert Pujols and Scott Rolen came
through, yet again.

Surrounded by a rollicking sea
of red, clearly these St. Louis Car-
dinals could do no wrong.

With their fans hootin” and hol-
lerin’ the whole time, the Cardi-
nals suddenly broke loose in the
sixth inning against Roger Clem-
ens. Pujols lined a tying double,
Rolen followed with a home run
and St. Louis beat the Houston As-
tros 5-2 Thursday night in Game
7 of the NL Championship Series.

Next up for the Cardinals: the
Boston Red Sox in the World Se-
ries opener Saturday night at Fen-
way Park. By all accounts, it
should be a classic. The teams
also met in the 1967 and 1946 Se-
ries, and St. Louis won both, each
time going the full seven games.

“It’s going to be a blast,” Ed-
monds said. “Boston’s a great
town. They played s0 well to beat
the Yankee:

The Astms Cardinals matchup
was the ultimate hometown se-
ries — the only best-of-seven LCS
in which the home team won
every game.

“We went to Houston, they got
the crowd going,” Pujols said.
“Brought the series back here,
did it in front of our home crowd.
Like I said, it's amazing.”

The club sporting the famed
birds-on-the-bat logo captured its
16th pennant. The Cardinals
made it by going 6-0 at home this

postseason, rallying from a 3-2
deficit against the wild-card As-

tros.

The Cards did it in front of fans
dressed in red from head to toe.
Standing and shouting, they sim-
ply would not let their team —
which led the majors with 105 vic-
tories — fall short.

“There’s no doubt that the en-
thusiasm of the crowds in both
places was a factor in the games.
Adrenaline starts kicking in and
you get stronger and faster,” Car-
dinals manager Tony La Russa
said.

Suppan overcame a leadoff
home run by Craig Biggio to win
an apparent mismatch against
Clemens. The bullpen combined
for three scoreless innings, shut-
ting down Carlos Beltran and Co.,
with Jason Isringhausen workmg
the ninth for his third save.

“You know there are so many
people depending on this right
arm to get it done,” Clemens said.
“I really felt good about our
chances " tonight. It just didn’t
‘work out.”

After running away with the
NL Central, the Cardinals ad-
vanced to their first World Series
under La Russa, and first overall
since 1987.

The Red Sox have the
home-field advantage because
the NL lost the All-Star game. Cle-
mens was shelled in that game,
and the AL won that edge.

Pujols helped give St. Louis the
edge at Busch Stadium. His tying
double in the sixth inning left him
at .500 with four homers and nine
RBIs in the series. Overall, the
teams combined for 25 homers,
most in any postseason series.
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Scott Rolen is greeted by Albert Pujols after

g a two-run home run

off Roger Clemens in the sixth inning of NLCS Game 7 Thursday night.

“It's every little boy’s dream.
T'm glad to have won the MVP,
but that trophy is going to stay
right in this room because every-
body here is MVP,” Pujols said.

Rolen hit a two-run homer, and
Larry Walker singled home an in-
surance run in the eighth.

“We got every element » Walk-
er said.

For the Astros, it was devastat-
ing. They have never reached the
World Series since their expan-
sion season of 1962, the same
year Clemens was born.

Given a 2-0 lead, Clemens
could not hold it in his record
fourth start in a Game 7.

Suppan in
head-to-head games against Clem-
ens this year, including a loss in
Game 3. Yet he pitched out of
trouble for six innings, then
turned it over to relievers Kiko
Calero, Julian Tavarez and Isring-
hausen.

The Cardinals improved to 9-4
in Game 7s, the most such victo-
ries in baseball, and they did it
against Clemens, who ended a
brief retirement in order to pitch
for his hometown team.

After the game, he wouldn’t say
whether this was his last game.

“T'll leave that for later,” he
said.

Houston’s wait is 43 years and counting

BY JOEL ANDERSON
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Houston can’t es-
cape postseason heartache. Make
it 43 years and counting.

Houston has had major league
baseball longer than any city with-
out hosting a World Series, and
the Astros fell short again this sea-
son — even with homegrown
Roger Clemens on the mound in
Game 7.

Scott Rolen hit a two-run homer
off the tiring Clemens in the sixth
inning Thursday night, lifting the
St. Louis Cardinals to a 5-2 victory
over the Astros in the NL Champi-
onship Series clincher.

“We had everything that we
wanted out there,” first baseman
Jeff Bagwell said. “We had the
Rocket pitching for us. We knew
it was going to be a battle. They
just beat us, bottom line.”

Now that Boston has gotten by
the archrival New York Yankees,

the Astros become the latest fran-
chise waiting to overcome a
dreadful postseason history.

The Astros dropped to 1-8 in
playoff-clinching games, the only
victory coming in Game S of the
NL Division Series against Atlan-
ta this season.

By beating the Braves to get
out of the first round, the Astros
took a small step forward. But
they’ll head into a long winter —a
balmy one in Houston, at least —
knowing they had plenty of chanc-
es to eliminate a team that won a
major league-best 105 games.

“T just told my players that,
‘without question, this is one of the
greatest runs in the history of the
game,” said Phil Garner, who
took over as manager when Jimy
Williams was fired at the All-Star
break. “It was a fantastic run. I de-
scribed our season from midway
on as very improbable. I think
that’s appropriate.”

This was the closest Houston

had been to the World Series
since Nolan Ryan left the mound
with six outs to go against Phila-
delphia in the 1980 NLCS. The
Phillies rallied late and won in 10
innings, and Houston hasn’t been
the same since.

The Astros also lost close ones
in the NL West division series to
the Los Angeles Dodgers in 1981
and the NLCS to the New York
Mets in 1986.

This really seemed as if it was
the year the Astros would get to
the World Series. They had an im-
probable 36-10 finish that includ-
ed 18 straight home victories, the
Chicago Cubs collapsed, the Los
Angeles Dodgers helped elimi-
nate the San Francisco Giants,
and Houston clinched the wild
card in its 162nd game.

The Astros paid back the
Braves for playoff defeats in
1997, 1999 and 2001, beating At-
lanta at Turner Field to win their
first-ever postseason series.

Indeed, history appeared to be
on Houswn 's side Thursday night
in St.

The A%lros took a 2-0 lead, Cle-
mens was cruising and the sellout
crowd of 52,140 at Busch Stadium
was eerily quiet as the innings
went on.

The momentum shifted in the
sixth, when the Rocket was clear-
Iy gassed and the heart of St. Lou-
is’ powerful lineup was due up. Al-
bert Pujols doubled with two outs
to tie it and Rolen followed with a
343-foot blast into the left-field
seats that sent the crowd into a
frenzy.

The Astros’ “Killer Bs” lineup
of Bagwell, Craig Biggio, Carlos
Beltran and Lance Berkman had
no sting when it mattered most.

Those four and slugging second
baseman Jeff Kent, went a com-
bined 1-for-17, with Biggio’s lead-
fo homer in the first the only hit.

‘e had some quality at-bats
and nothing to show for it,” Big-
gio said. “It simply wasn’t meant
to be for us.”
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Rivals: Cards
took 2 of 3

vs. Red Sox
last season

RIVALS, FROM BACK PAGE

In 1967, the Red Sox fell behind
3-1 in the Series before forcing a
Game 7 at Fenway Park.

Jim Lonborg pitched on two
days’ rest against Bob Gibson,
who had three days’ rest. Gibson
pitched a three-hitter, while Lon-
borg allowed seven runs and 10
hits in six innings.

The teams have met in games
that count in only one year since
then, with St. Louis winning two
of three at Fenway Park last year
in interleague play.

St. Louis, which captured its
NL-high 16th pennant, last won
the Series in 1982, beating the Mil-
waukee Brewers in seven games.
The Cardinals lost Game 7s to the
Kansas City Royals in 1985 and
the Minnesota Twins two years
later.
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Cards cost Clemens a trip to Fenway Park

ST. LOUIS

11 of New England would

have been quaking with

anticipation. Just imag-

ine: Roger Clemens

back at Fenway, wearing the ene-

my’s colors for a fourth time in

the postseason, this time in Game
7 of the World Series.

Five years
ago, when Cle-
mens  came
back in pin-
stripes to face
Pedro Martin-
ez, it was
the
most anticipat-
ed  pitching
matchup  in
the long and
quirky history
of  Boston’s
venerable old

Jim Litke

ballpark.

Now, instead of a rematch with
Clemens wearing the brick-red
jersey of the Astros, it's just anoth-
er of those tantalizing baseball
“what-might-have-beens.”

Don't try telling this to the fans
in Boston and St. Louis, but a lit-
tle electricity and even more
glamor drained out of the World
Series early Thursday night.
That’s when Scott Rolen lined a
back-breaking, two-run homer
off Clemens just beyond the wall
in left in the sixth inning to lift the
Cardinals to an eventual 5-2 win

&k Even with everything I've done in my career, this was special. 9y

in Game 7 of the National League
Championship Series.

“When I have a chance to look
back tomorrow and throughout
the week a little bit, I'll be ex-
tremely happy I didn’t break
down this year because I couldn’t
afford to do that with the other in-
juries we had,” Clemens said. “T
couldn’t have an off night. You
grind and hope it's good enough.

I really felt good about our
chances tonight,” he said. “It just
didn’t work out.”

That the Astros got this far, far-
ther than they had in the 42-year
history of the franchise, seemed
like small consolation on this
night. They were 12 games be-
hind St. Louis in the NL Central
when Phil Garner took over as
manager for Jimy Williams and
19v; back when they began the im-
probable run that carried them to
the wild card and past Atlanta in
the division series.

Clemens was 10-1 from the mid-
way point of the season, including
two victories in the playoffs, and
each outing became more impor-
tant once fellow starters Wade
Miller and Andy Pettitte were in-
jured and had to be shut down for
the season. The wear and tear on
Clemens’ arm and nerves, at age

42, was considerable, but he
never let it show. Instead, he took
the ball every time Garner of-
fered it, determined to see the
string play out.

When it did, finally, the memo-
ries that came flooding back
weren't about the performances
on the mound that could earn Cle-
mens an unprecedented seventh
Cy Young award. Instead, they
were about the quirky moments
that validated his decision to unre-
tire and pitch once more in his
hometown just a few weeks after
telling New York Yankees boss
George Steinbrenner that he was
through.

Whether he’ll do the same to As-
tros owner Draylon McLane is
anybody’s

“T'll leave lhdl for later,” Clem-
ens said.

What he chose to remember at
the moment was the fans in Hous-
ton turning up outside his house
at all hours of the night and day,
pleading with him to return after
the Astros signed Pettitte. He re-
membered the brief bus rides to
different ballparks as the Astros
heated up in the playoff chase,
filled with bravado and laughs.
He remembered his sons getting
a chance to see him pitch at home

Roger Clemens
Houston Astros pitcher

and how, on more than a few
nights, he drove home wearing “a
funny smile on my face.”

“Even with everything I've
done in my career,” he said, “this
was special.”

Unfortunately, it’s also over.

Pettitte, who pitched alongside
Clemens in New York and helped
convince him to come back, prom-
ised to “try my darnedest” into
talking the old man to come back.

“The funny thing,” he added,
“is that my biggest worry was
that Roger would get hurt and the
whole thing would end badly. In-
stead, he has a Cy Young season
and I'm the one who ends up
going down.”

For most of the night, against
one of the most potent lineups in
the game, Clemens looked like his
untouchable self. No one in the
Cards’ batting order could get
around on his splitter or his fast-
ball — he was clocked between 85
mph and 94 mph throughout —
and he felt strong. Then came the
sixth inning.

“The night was cool, he looked
strong and his velocity was still
right there. It was a dangerous
part of the lineup, some of the
best hitters there are against one
of the best pitchers of all time,”

Astros pitching coach Jim Hickey
recalled. “We had as much confi-
dence in Roger as anybody else
we could have turned to.

“How could you not?” Hickey
said, “It just turned out that two
of them wound up getting the best
of him.”

That would be Albert Pujols,
who pulled a low fastball into left
for a double, and Rolen, who fol-
lowed that by ripping a shot into
the corner. Both figure to be show-
case performers when St. Louis,
baseball’s winningest team this
season, rolls into Fenway to start
the World Series on Saturday
night.

The Cards are as professional
an outfit as there is in the game,
solid and patient and efficient,
but hardly spectacular. The Red
Sox will counter with plenty of hit-
ting, a little better pitching from
starters to closer, and plenty
‘more personality.

But the most entertaining pitch-
er in the game, the guy who came
back and defied age and the odds
of carrying an undermanned As-
tros team even this far, won’t be
along for the ride.

“I'm sure I'll watch bits and
pieces of it,” Clemens said.

Without the lure of the Rocket
back at Fenway for a Game 7, it
will be interesting to see how
much of the nation does the same.
Jim Litke s 2 national sports columnist

The Ass ress. Write to hi
at fitke@ap.ora

Earn Your M.A.
in Education ONLINE!

Touro University International has the M2
Online Education program for you
* High quality and user friendly

Duty Mili

* M.A. degrees in Education with various concentrations
¢ Complete all requirements from home or office
* Special rates for military spouses

NO TUITION COST TO YOU! UP TO 28 CREDITS PER YEAR

TOURO UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL
www.tourou.edu

5665 Plaza Dr., Third Floor, Cypress, CA 90630
B00-579-3161 ® 714-226-3840 » 714-226-9844 Fax

College of Education e-mail: infocoe @tourou.edu
For inquiries log on to: http://inquiry.tourou.edu

““!

Now Accepting
Applications
for Winter 2004
Session.




STARS AND STRIPES, MIDEAST EDITION - Saturday, October 23, 2004

Tiny Martinsville could
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Boston Red Sox designated hitter David Ortiz, the ALCS MVP, provided
clutch hitting as the Red Sox came back from an 0-3 series defi

St. Louis Cardinals first baseman Albert Pujols, the NLCS MVP, batted
.500 with four homers and nine RBIs against the Houston Astros.

Old rivals meet again

(Cardinals-Red Sox played seven-game Series in 1946, 67

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

One nemesis down, one to go for the Boston Red Sox.

Paint the World Series red — Red Sox and Redbirds, a classic match-
up starting Saturday night at Fenway Park.

After finishing off the New York Yankees, the Red Sox face their big-
gest National League nemesis, the St. Louis Cardinals, in an effort to re-
verse The Curse and win the World Series for the first time since 1918.

St. Louis is expecting a tough series.

“They showed what they can do, coming back from 3-0,” NLCS MVP
Albert Pujols said. “They never give up. They knew it wasn't over until
they lose that fourth game.”

When Ted Williams led the Red Sox to the 1946 World Series follow-
ing Boston's first AL pennant since 1918, the Cardi-
nals beat them in Game 7. And when Carl Yastrzem-

St. Louis, which beat Houston 5-2 in Game 7 of the NL Champion-
ship Series Thursday night, was a major league-best 105-57 during the
regular season. Boston’s 98-64 mark was second in the AL, three
games behind the Yankees.

“It’s going to be a challenge,” Cardinals outtielder Larry Walker
said. “Obviously, they're riding a high, too.

Boston, which won its 11th pennant, starts knuckleballer Tim Wake-
field in the opener, most likely against Woody Williams, followed by
Curt Schilling for the Red Sox in Game 2. Boston’s Pedro Martinez is
slated for Game 3 at Busch Stadium on Tuesday, with Derek Lowe
starting the following night.

“T see the Red Sox as a very deserving, very competitive ballclub,”
St. Louis third baseman Scott Rolen said. “It should be a nice challenge
and a great contest.”

In 1946, the Red Sox lost the first two games in St.

ski’s Red Sox made it back in 1967, the Cardinals de-
feated them again in seven games.

Boston, which lost Game 7s to the Cincinnati Reds
in 1975 and the New York Mets in 1986, wasn't fo-
cused on its Series opponent after winning 10-3 at
Yankee Stadium on Wednesday night to become the
first major league team to overcome a 3-0 deficit in

Louis, won three straight at home, then dropped
Game 6 on the road.

The Red Sox tied Game 7 at 3-all in the eighth in-
ning on Dom DiMaggio’s two-run double off Harry
Brecheen. But Enos Slaughter scored from first on
Harry Walker’s double in the bottom half as short-
stop Johnny Pesky hesitated with his relay, accord-
ing tolore, after receiving the throw from outfielder
Leon Culbers

a best-of-seven series.

Earlier Thursday, Boston manager Terry Franco-
na said he had not had time to focus on the NL
teams.

“I hope they play 30 innings tonight. I hope they
beat the heck out of each other,” he said.

W Boston mayor backs off threat to ban alcohol sales near
Fenway after fan is killed during celebration, Page 29

Game 1: St. Louis at Boston
1:30 a.m. Sunday
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific, Korea;

o

Game time is Central European.

“The '48, ’49 ’50 ’51 teams should have won pen-
nants,” said Pesky, who maintains he didn’t hesitate
with the throw. “It was heartbreaking and I still
think about that. And when people say, ‘Well, the
same old Red Sox,’ it disturbs me.”

SEE RIVALS ON PAGE 30

M Cardinals give home fans thrill by beating Clemens, Astros
to advance to first World Series since 1987, Page 30

After ALCS collapse, what's next for the Yankees? ez
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get boost from
Purdue a week
after defeating

Boilermakers
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Young, Marino,
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Page 27



